JANUARY, 13,2011 ispwhen 

thechronicle 


ROCK ’N’ ROLL 
DINER IS OPENED IN 
CENTRE 
Page 2 



PENSIONERS GET 
TASTE OF NEW 
MEALS SERVICE 
Page 9 



And now you can read 
your Chronicle online 

a visit www.expressandstar.com click on News, 
)ur Local Chronicle and select the image of the 
paper that you want to read. 

This will update every Saturday 



Councillor’s 
son head of 
drug empire 

A property company run by the son of a Walsall 
councillor was at the centre of a multi-million pound 
drug empire. 

Cannabis farms with a potential yield of more 
than £8.5 million were secretly set up in at least 46 
homes and industrial units let through or owned by 
K2 Properties, Walsall. 

K2 - since sold and now doing legitimate business 
under new management - was run at the time by Ali 
Munir, whose father is Palfrey Tory councillor 
Mohammed Munir. 

Properties included a mansion allegedly rented 
out to an Arab sheikh and a home used as a safe 
house for a dozen Vietnamese illegal immigrant 
drug workers. 

Munir and ex-business partner Shazad Ali, both 
30, await sentence after admitting conspiracy to 
produce cannabis on the basis that their “direct” 
benefit involved 25 properties. A total of 23 were 
arrested as police smashed the Walsall-based drug 
gang in raids during February and March last year. 

Illegal immigrant Le Manh Hung, 21, “sergeant 
major of the farmers”, admitted conspiracy to 
produce cannabis and was jailed for two years and 
eight months. 

A web of cannabis factories was said to be discov¬ 
ered thanks to “old-fashioned coppering”. During a 
routine check of a car park, officers were suspicious 
over two cars which containing three Vietnamese 
men, a K2 worker and £2,500 cash. 

The full extent of the empire was revealed at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court last week. 

Hunch - page 3 

Illegal migrants 
go on the run 

Illegal immigrants from Afghanistan and Iran 
smashed their way out of a lorry as it travelled 
through Brownhills before fleeing into nearby fields. 

Police were inundated with calls from the public 
who reported seeing some 20 men escaping. A heli¬ 
copter was called in for the manhunt. 

The gang fled on the A5 Watling Street, near the 
Terrace Restaurant, at 11.30am Sunday. 

Fourteen men have been arrested after being 
spotted in the area, with one making it as far as 
Upper Longdon, near Rugeley. 

Most were caught in Burntwood or in the immedi¬ 
ate area around the A5. It is believed that the lorry 
was moving when the men began to kick their way 
out of the trailer. 

The lorry stopped, giving the men the opportunity 
to escape. Some of the men were seen fleeing towards 
Hanney Hay Road and Burntwood, while others 
made off in the direction of Walsall Wood. 

The lorry continued on its route. It had travelled 
to the Midlands from Italy and has now been traced. 
The driver has been being interviewed by officers. 

Brownhills councillor Alan Paul said: “A friend of 
mine who lives in Watling Street told me he and his 
wife saw a group of people running across his garden 
yesterday. They quickly disappeared.” 

Watling Street Resident Gerald Bickley, 73, said: 
“We are concerned about border controls because 
they don’t appear to be working. 

“We heard the helicopter at about midday. 

“It was hovering over the area for quite a while but 
we had no idea what was going on,” he added. 

Staffordshire Police said they were working with 
the Immigration Service. 
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Six libraries in Walsall will shut 
with the loss of 21 jobs under 
council cost-cutting measures. 

Council chiefs are remaining tight- 
lipped over which of the borough’s 16 
libraries will be axed until a review 
has been carried out. 

It is believed remodelling the library 
service will save more than £1.3 million 
from 2012 to 2014. 

This is part of the authority’s battle to 
save £65m over the next three years. 

News that six libraries are to close or to 
no longer be run directly by the council 
emerged during a meeting of Walsall 
Council in response to a question tabled by 
Councillor Pete Smith, Democratic Labour 
councillor for Blakenall. 

But when leisure chief Councillor 
Anthony Harris was asked which ones 
would face the chop, he said: “I’m not going 
to tell you that today. 

“I am not going to answer that question 
because we don’t know categorically which 
ones they are.” 

Achievable 

Councillor Harris said the closure of 
libraries would not mean the loss of provi¬ 
sions. 

“I want to deliver a better library service 
and I believe that’s achievable,” he said. 

“But we’ve got buildings that aren’t open 
enough and aren’t in the best use.” 

He added: “The main question for us is 
how do we maintain the library provision in 
the area.” 

It has previously been suggested that 
libraries could reopen in community 
centres, leisure centres or even churches, 
while those that survive the chop could see 
their hours increased. Since April 2009, all 
Walsall libraries have been closed on 
Mondays in a bid to save costs. 

Other money saving measures include 
the closure of Darlaston market, the loss of 
around 450 jobs at Walsall Council and the 
ending of a council-run meals-on-wheels 
service. 

Also the New Art Gallery Walsall has 
been closed on Sundays and bank holidays. 

Creches at Oak Park and Bloxwich 
leisure centres have also been closed. 
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Collecting a milestone 


Hundreds of toy and 
model enthusiasts joined 
in the fun of a milestone 
collectors fair which has 
reached its 100th event 
since being launched 20 
years ago. 

The Walsall Wood Toy 
& Train Collectors Fair, 
run by Geoff and Linda 
Price of Transtar Promo¬ 
tions, features stalls 
selling miniature cars, 
buses, trains, accessories 
and dolls. 

It has grown to become 
among the most success¬ 
ful events in the region. 

It is usually held about 
five times a year at Oak 
Park Leisure Centre, 

Lichfield Road which has 
been its home since they 
launched it in 1991. 

On Sunday more than 
500 flocked to the sale to 
cast their eye over and 
grab a bargain for 
models manufactured by 
famous names such as 
Matchbox, Corgi and 
Dinky. 

As well as admire 
newer makes from 
emerging economies 
such as Brazil and 
Korea. Mr Price, aged 60, 
of Newquay Road, Park 
Hall, runs the event with 
his wife Linda, 55, and 
an annual car show 
attended by thousands 
at Walsall Aboretum. 

“When we started 20 
years ago we never in our 

wildest dreams thought it would grow to them back to their childhood, 
this stage. We started off in the small hall Andrew and Marion Cowling, of Model 
and about three years ago we moved into Warehouse, have operated their model 
this bigger room because the fair has grown train stall at all 100 of the fairs. “There is a 
in popularity. I think it’s nostalgic for a lot very good atmosphere,” Mr Cowling, 52, of 
of the people who come. Maybe it takes Bristol, said. 



Geoff and Linda Price celebrate the 100th toy fair. 


Warning to 
Asbos bros 



Nicholas, left, and Hayden Hawkins. 

Two “neighbours from hell” who waged a cam¬ 
paign of abuse against residents have been warned 
they must stick to their anti-social behaviour orders 
-or face jail. 

Hayden and Nicholas Hawkins, aged 21 and 20 
respectively, made the lives of people in Pelsall Lane, 
Rushall, a misery, even forcing some to leave their 
homes. The pair trampled on gardens, threatened 
their neighbours and threw objects at them. 

They didn’t let up after moving to Somerfield 
Road, Bloxwich, where they carried on the abuse. 

The orders imposed on them at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates’ Court this week prevent them from using 
obscene language and gestures, playing loud music 
or acting in a way which would cause harrassment 
and intimidation. 

They were also told not to be part of groups of more 
than four people in any street in the borough. The 
only time they will be allowed into Pelsall Lane is to 
visit their mother at restricted times. 

But they are not allowed to stay overnight. 

Hayden, regarded as the more serious offender, 
was given more conditions than his brother. 

They include a ban on drinking alcohol in the 
street anywhere in Walsall. He was arrested in 
March 2009 for allegedly assaulting a resident and 
in July 2010 for allegedly causing criminal damage 
to a car. 

Granting the orders, presiding magistrate Robert 
Evans said: “For some time you two have caused a 
nightmare in the community in which you live. 

“From now on you behave like normal human 
beings. You must start showing some respect for 
other people.” 

Police hunting 
armed robber 

An armed robber stole cash from a Walsall betting 
shop after threatening staff. 

The man stormed Ladbrokes, Weston Street, 
Palfrey. 

Brandishing a black handgun, he threatened the 
cashier into handing over an undisclosed quantity of 
money and fled. 

Detectives have launched a hunt for the robber 
who was believed to have been acting alone. 

West Midlands Police spokeswoman Jo Hunt said: 
“He threatened the staff with a small black 
handgun. 

‘We don’t know how he made his escape from the 
area, whether on foot or in a vehicle. We would 
appeal for anyone who noticed suspicious activity in 
the area to come forward.” 

No one at the shop would comment today. 

The robber was described as being of mixed race 
appearance, 6ft tall, of thin build and had long hair. 
He wore glasses and a dark coat. 

Anyone with information should telephone the 
force CID based in Bloxwich on 0345 113 5000 or 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 
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End of 
misery is 
in sight 

Months of misery on the M6 will end 
when narrow lanes and 50mph speed 
limits are removed in the next fort¬ 
night. 

Both sides between Junctions 8 and 
10 near Walsall will return to normal 
by January 23. Work will still con¬ 
tinue to open up the fourth lane. But 
drivers will be forced off the M6 four 
times in the next fortnight due to 
roadworks. 

The southbound carriageway 
between Junctions 10 (Walsall) and 7 
(Great Barr) will be closed on Wednes¬ 
day and Thursday from 9.30pm to 
5.30am. 

The northbound M6 between Junc¬ 
tions 8 (Wednesbury) and 10 will be 
closed from 10pm to 9am on Sunday. 
Traffic heading north will have to 
leave the motorway at Junction 8 
again on Monday, January 17. 

The work is part of the £150million 
scheme to open up the hard shoulder 
to traffic during rush hour and impose 
variable speed limits. 

It has been going on since February, 
and drivers have been having to use 
narrow lanes at 50mph or less. 

The work has been a constant 
problem for residents on Walsall’s 
Beechdale estate who say it has dis¬ 
turbed their sleep. 

Mother of two Kay Holland, aged 
49, of Murdock Way, said: “It cannot 
finish soon enough for us. We would 
have preferred it to have never 
started at all.” 

£12,000 work 
to cut noise 

Road repairs costing £120,000 are 
being carried out in an Aldridge street 
to reduce noise. 

Night-time resurfacing work is 
under way in Wharf Approach. 

The work funded by Walsall Council 
is being done to strengthen the pave¬ 
ment and provide a new running 
surface with materials which will lead 
to reduce road noise and spray during 
wet conditions. 

It is being carried out by highways 
contractor Tarmac on behalf of the 
authority. 

The council’s traffic management 
unit said in order to keep disruption to 
a minimum and ensure safety of staff 
and the public, a temporary road 
system will operate. 

Brickyard Close will be closed to 
traffic between its junctions with 
Stubbers Green Road and Dumbled- 
erry Lane from 7pm to 6am until 
January 14. But during the day it will 
be open as normal. 

A signed diversion route will be in 
operation. 

Business centre 
makes a move 

A centre that helps businesses get 
off the ground in the region has moved 
home. 

Walsall Endeavours, which helps 
develop business ideas, is now based 
at 18 Birmingham Road, Five Ways, 
Walsall. 

Parking spaces are available via the 
Hanch Place gates to the new offices. 
The service is backed by Business 
Link to provide start up advice and 
support. 


Cat needs a home 


A black and white cat found stuffed 
inside a box on a Walsall street is 
looking for a new home. 

A couple out walking their dog in 
Walsall came across the package, 
which suddenly started moving. 

The Tom cat, which has been 
neutered, was taken to Arboretum 
Veterinary Surgery, Lichfield Road, 
where he is now charming the staff. 
Nursing assistant Julie Postance 


said: “He is just such a lovely cat, 
with a lovely nature. 

“He was found in a hedge some¬ 
where in Walsall in a box which had 
been packaged up and had holes 
poked in it. Thankfully he is OK but 
in these freezing temperatures it 
could have been a very different 
story.” Anyone who thinks they can 
give him a good home should call 
01922 622280. 


Demolition next year 


A shopping centre which is ear¬ 
marked for demolition in Brownhills 
will remain until next year. 

Bosses at Tesco say there are no 
plans to pull down buildings at 
Ravenscourt until 2012. 

Traders are looking for alternative 
premises once the units are knocked 
down. The supermarket chain is to 
create a bigger store for which plan¬ 
ning permission was granted last 


year. It includes pulling down the 
centre and creating a permanent 
market square. 

Tesco spokesman Tony Fletcher 
said: “It is not on this year’s develop¬ 
ment programme as we only do two 
or three projects a year. 

“There is still some work to be done 
beforehand, and that is likely to be 12 
months. There is no imminent threat 
to the shops.” 


Money for play sites 
used in other areas 


Money to create seven play sites across Walsall has been 
diverted to other areas of the cash-strapped local authority’s 
budget. 

Angry councillors and campaigners have hit out at the decision not 


to use Government money_ 
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Tip-offs 
aid battle 
on drugs 

People power is helping to crack down 
on drug farms with the lastest being a 
£12,000 cannabis haul which was found 
at a home in Darlaston, say police. 

The raid is the 13th drugs warrant in 
the area in the last three and a half 
months. 

People are helping police to snare those 
behind cannabis factories in the area, 
officers said. The latest raid was at a 
property in Dangerfield Lane, where 74 
cannabis plants were discovered. 

Police forced entry and found a 
“mature factory set-up” operating over 
three bedrooms. 

Officers thanked people for informa¬ 
tion that led to the discovery and said the 
motto is: “If you call, we haul.” 

It comes after information boxes were 
set up around the area for people to post 
anonymous tip-offs. 

Sgt Darren Finlan, who leads the Dar¬ 
laston police team, thanked the public for 
their help in the latest success. 

“It is now the 13th warrant executed in 
the last three and a half months in the 
area with positive results thanks to infor¬ 
mation from the public,” he said. 

“I would like to thank the public for the 
accuracy in their information that has 
lead to the success of the operations and 
reinforces the commitment Darlaston 
Police give to the community.” 

It comes less than a month after 
cannabis was seized and a man was cau¬ 
tioned for possession in Ashtree Grove, 
Darlaston. Information about this had 
been posted in an intelligence box. 

Boxes have been placed at the Post 
Office, in Hall Street, Darlaston; Moxley 
People’s Centre, in Queen Street, Moxley; 
Asda in St Lawrence’s Way, Darlaston 
and Maggie’s Store, in Franchise Street, 
Darlaston. 

Anyone with information about drug 
crime in their area should contact 
Walsall police on 0345 113 5000 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


Playbuilder scheme for its ong- 
I.Ukinal purpose. 

The money had been ring- 
fenced but this has now been 
lifted, leaving Walsall Council to 
be able to use it however it wishes. 

The first phase of the 
£l.lmillion scheme was com¬ 
pleted with 11 new and improved 
play spaces. 

Phase two has been hit, with the 
budget cut from £530,000 to 
£375,000 meaning projects in 
phase two were cut from 11 to 
seven. 

Now, it has been revealed 
£150,000 of Playbuilder cash will 
go to other “essential” schemes, 
another £150,000 will be used for 
improvements to a children’s lido 
at Walsall Arboretum. 

About £75,000 went on consul¬ 
tation and design for the aborted 
scheme. 

Willenhall councillor Carl 
Creaney, who helped a Play¬ 
builder scheme at Hartill Street, 
off Rose Hill, said: “It is so disap¬ 
pointing to find this out at this 
stage after so much work has been 
done. 

Disappointed 

“A lot of people - adults and chil¬ 
dren- have put a lot of work into 
planning this scheme and will now 
be left disappointed and angry. 

“The money should be used for 
its original purpose. 

“It’s a disgrace to think that 
£75,000 has now been wasted on 
costs for this scheme.” Schemes hit 
are Pennine Way, Lodge Farm; 
Sneyd Lane, Bloxwich; Forest 
Court, New Invention; Pinfold 
Street Extension, Darlaston; 
Lister Close, Beechdale; Hartill 
Street, Willenhall and Delves 
Common. 

Council leisure chief Anthony 
Harris said: “Due to the current 
economic situation facing the 
country, we have been left with 
some difficult decisions, in this 
case to divert money for the seven 
Playbuilder schemes to be used 
within other projects. 

“Playbuilder is a great idea and 
we’re sure this isn’t the end of the 
scheme. We’ve carried out enough 
consultation and design work for 
local community groups to work 
with the council to apply for exter¬ 
nal funding from a range of organ¬ 
isations that could help bring 
these projects forward.” 



Rock ’n’ roll fan John Whiting, aged 68, in the kitchen area of the cafe. 



From a 1950s-style clock to an 
old fashioned jukebox - a cafe in 
Walsall is proving rock ’n’ roll is 
still very much alive and 
kicking. 

Husband and wife team John 
and Margaret Whiting have just 
opened the rock ’n’ roll cafe in 
Aldridge. 

Memorabilia featuring 
legends Elvis Presley, Billy 
Fury and Chuck Berry lines the 
walls of Jay’s Rock ’n’ Roll diner, 
while hits from the time play on 
the jukebox. 

John, known as Jay, aged 63, 
of Oakley Avenue, Aldridge, said 
he has long held the dream of 
opening a rock ’n’ roll cafe, 
bringing together his two pas¬ 
sions - cooking and rock ’n’ roll. 

He said: “This music will 
never die. I have been into rock 
’n’ roll since I was 12, and I was 
a DJ at one time. 

“We are hoping some of the 
older generation will come in 

here and remember the days.” Dance tjme for Margaret and John Whiting 

He and 62-year-old Margaret 

used to run an American limousine famous quiff cut and pictures of 
company for 12 years, and when the Marilyn Monroe, 
cafe unit in the Market Hall in John got most of the memorabilia 
Aldridge Shopping Centre became from across the country and America, 
available just before Christmas they buying a lot of it from eBay. He has 
jumped at the chance. The couple filled the jukebox with some of his 
worked flat out for a week to get the 1,000-strong CD collection, and the 
cafe ready for opening last week. box is on free play with a choice of 

The walls are adorned with guitars, 2,000 tracks. John said: “Opening the 
a photo of Elvis Presley getting his cafe feels brilliant.” 


Building 
starts at 
fire site 

Work on the first building to rise 
from the ashes of one of Walsall’s 
biggest ever fires could begin in the 
summer, bosses say. 

A£5 million training centre is set to 
be created at the site of Shannons 
Mill. 

Last year The Vine Trust’s new 
Goldmine centre had been under 
threat after it lost £459,000 of govern¬ 
ment money from the doomed 
regional development agency Advan¬ 
tage West Midlands. 

But Walsall Council and Walsall 
Housing Group have stepped in to 
plug the gap. 

They are each contributing 
£175,000 towards the 2,000 sq metre 
centre. 

Now bosses are working through 
the final details of the scheme and 
hope they will be able to start work in 
the summer. This means the Gold¬ 
mine centre would open in spring 
2012. 

Richard Jolly, of The Vine Trust, 
said: “We are in the middle of sorting 
out the agreements.” He added: 
“We’re grateful to Walsall Council 
leader Mike Bird and to Walsall 
Housing Group for their help and it is 
down to them that this can go ahead. 

“I believe we would be the first 
building to come out the Shannon’s 
Mill site.” 

In return for the money, the Vine 
Trust will help deliver council serv¬ 
ices at the new base in Lower Hall 
Lane on weekends and evenings. 

Plans include art studios, group 
learning spaces, an IT suite, meeting 
rooms and an auditorium. 

The grade II listed Shannons Mill 
building burned down in August 2007 
and was the biggest blaze to hit the 
Midlands in 25 year 

Inspired by 
local industry 

Historic collections at Walsall 
Leather Museum have helped inspire 
a new range of handcrafted candle¬ 
sticks on sale through one of the 
country’s leading designers. 

Sarah Thirlwell has produced two 
designs of wooden candlesticks incor¬ 
porating layers of leather from 
Walsall’s saddleries and leather 
workshops as part of the Buy Black 
Country project. 

The initiative has also seen enamel 
and cooper brooches by Rebecca 
Gouldson, inspired by Bilston’s enam¬ 
elling traditions and incorporating 
images taken from old Ordnance 
Survey maps of the area. 

There have also been hand crafted 
acrylic brooches by Adam Paxon 
inspired by the Broadfield House 
Glass Museum in Dudley. Buy Black 
Country is funded by Renaissance 
West Midlands. 

Lions club raises 
£1,700 for charity 

Aldridge and District Lions Club 
raised more than £1,700 for charity in 
the run-up to Christmas. 

Club bosses have thanked everyone 
who donated money during the festive 
period at collections in Asda Great 
Barr and Morrison’s in Aldridge. 
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Delays 
to canal 
dredge 

A metal bath, bikes, a 
tractor tyre and shopping 
trolleys have all been 
recovered during the first 
few weeks of the dredg¬ 
ing of Walsall Canal. 

British Waterways has 
urged people not to 
thoughtlessly dump 
items. 

Bosses also revealed 
freezing temperatures 
had meant only five days 
of dredging work were 
carried out in December. 

Dredging started in 
mid-November. 

It is hoped the £40,000 
scheme will bring the 
town’s waterways back to 
life. 

But British Waterways 
said fly-tipping can slow 
down the process. 

Spokeswoman Suzan- 
nah Atkey said: ‘We’ve 
mainly dredged up shop¬ 
ping trolleys, bricks and 
rubble but they have also 
pulled out a metal bath, a 
couple of bikes and a 
tractor trye. 

“Of course, removing 
such items which have 
obviously been thought¬ 
lessly dumped is a drain 
on our time and 
resources and we’d like to 
encourage people not to 
do so.” 

The seven-mile Wal¬ 
sall Canal forms part of 
the Birmingham Canal 
Navigations. 

A British Waterways 
survey revealed full 
dredging work had not 
been carried out for at 
least 10 years. 

Tribute to 
Sister Dora 

A special tribute to 
Walsall nursing heroine 
Sister Dora will be held 
next week. On the 
Sunday before her birth¬ 
day every year, a service 
is held to pay tribute to 
the much-loved nurse. 
This year it falls on her 
birthday - January 16 — 
and will be held at The 
Crossing at St Paul’s, 
Darwall Street. 

Mayor of Walsall, 
Councillor Gary Clarke 
will attend the 11am 
service of thanksgiving 
and the public is invited. 

Christian art 
on display 

Contemporary Chris¬ 
tian artwork is on display 
in Walsall. The exhibi¬ 
tion containing 23 pieces 
of work is on show at The 
Crossing at St Pauls, in 
Darwell Street, until 
February 7. 

Artist Christine Cape- 
well, aged 58, of Aldridge, 
has used a variety of 
materials, including nail 
varnish and foil, to create 
the work. 


Revealed - the locations of cannabis factories 


Where the cannabis factories were 
located - and the potential yield of plants 
found growing there for the drugs gang: 

5 Haskell Street Walsall: £21,100; 53 
The Crescent Walsall: £40,907; 282 West 
Bromwich Road Walsall: £88,620; 13 Hart 
Street Walsall: £91,152; 

21 Hawes Road, Walsall: eight bags of 
cut cannabis found; 26 Tame Street, 
Walsall: five bags found; 32 Haskell Street, 
Walsall: £63,669; 8 Fullbrook Road, 
Walsall: £35,606; 


These properties have now passed on to new owners who 
have no connection with the court case 


6 Bell Drive, Walsall: £441,992; 33 Cald- 
more Road, Walsall; Unit 8 William 
Street, Walsall: £3,884,088; 20 Maw 
Street, Walsall: £25,320; 380 West 
Bromwich Road, Walsall: five bags found; 

11 Brockhurst Crescent, Walsall: 
£635,110; 84 Wednesbury Road, Walsall: 
unspecified number of bags found; 138 


stead Road, Walsall: £118,687; 25 Check- 
etts Street, Walsall: Find unspecified; 69 
Holtshill Lane Walsall: £43,228; 80 
Delves Green Road, Walsall: £116,577; 
365 Darlaston Road, Walsall: £18,198; 

251 Birmingham Road, Walsall: 
£124,5600; Tennal House, Roman Road: 
£151,656; Sandringham House, Walsall: 


Weston Street, Walsall: £45,576; 236 Wal- £29,671; 99 Queen Mary Street, Walsall: 


£103,390; 23 Kinnerley Street, Walsall: 
£120,692; 150 Prince Street, Walsall: find 
not specified; 12 Kessel Road, Walsall: 
£291,100; 

1 Thelma Street, Walsall: £464,516; 31 
Rushall Manor Road, Walsall: £105,600; 
435 West Bromwich Road, Walsall: 

£27,456; 

108 Lord Street, Walsall: find not speci¬ 
fied; 125 Milton Street, Walsall: £154,452; 
113 Sandwell Street, Walsall: £211,000; 35 
Station Street, Walsall: £71,212. 


Hunch by detectives led 
to cracking of drugs ring 


Two detectives combing a retail 
park for car thieves triggered a 
police investigation that smashed 
a multi-million pound drugs 
empire in the Black Country. 

The officers spotted two cars draw 
up alongside each other and white 
envelopes pass between the occupants 
in the car park of B&Q in Wednesbury 
last February. 

When the officers went to investigate, 
they found three Vietnamese men in one of 
the cars along with bags of food and £2,500. 

One of the two men in the other vehicle 
worked for Walsall lettings firm, K2 Prop¬ 
erties and the envelope he had passed over 
had a key in it. 

All of the men were taken for questioning 
at Smethwick Police Station, where it was 
discovered the key was for a unit on an 
industrial estate at William Street, The 
Butts, Walsall. 

Local officers already had a search 
warrant and were due to raid it the next 
morning after smelling cannabis when 
they went to investigate following com¬ 
plaints from the owner that the locks had 
been changed. 

Sgt Steve Davis, head of the Walsall Pro 
Active police team, moved the planned raid 
forward and swooped shortly before mid¬ 
night and discovering 1,888 cannabis 
plants growing and a Vietnamese “gar¬ 
dener” hiding in the roof space. 

Estimate 

Checks proved that the property was let 
out by K2 and had been on their books for 
78 weeks. Experts estimated that would 
have been enough time to grow more than 
£3 million of drugs on the premises. 

Sgt Davis and a six-strong team of con¬ 
stables started digging and soon found 
several recently-busted cannabis farms in 
the area were being let by the same firm. 

They organised seven more raids for 
March 2 last year, when 50 officers hit the 
offices of K2, the homes of its directors Ali 
Munir and Shazad Ali, and four properties 
currently being leased by the company. 

The full extent of the drugs empire was 
revealed for the first time at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court last week. 

The properties on K2’s books being used 
as drugs dens included a £1 million seven- 
bedroom millionaire’s row mansion in 
Roman Road, Little Aston, that K2 had 
only taken control of five weeks earlier but 
already had 1,150 cannabis plants growing 
in four rooms upstairs. 

Another large property in Gorway Road, 
Walsall, was a safe house for Vietnamese 
illegal immigrants due to work on cannabis 
farms. Police found a dozen people at the 
property along with £40,000 cash in a 
carrier bag on a bedroom floor. 

A ledger at K2’s offices showed proper- 


Pc Caroline Holley with cannabis plants inside Tennal House 


Ali Munir and Shazad Ali at Wolverhampton Crown Court 12 Jessel Road, Birchills 


ties being let by it with the phrase “off the 
books” written against some of them. 
These turned out to be drug factories. 

More were then raided although the 
“gardeners” had been warned and escaped 
before officers arrived. Checks on cannabis 
farms raided during the proceeding four 
years revealed more that had been let by 
K2 at the time of the swoop. 

Police now believe that at least 46 houses 
and industrial units leased through the 
firm were used by the gang of cannabis 
growers between October 2006 and March 
last year. 

Admitted 

Twenty three people were arrested 
during the near year-long investigation. 
Fourteen were taken to court and admitted 
involvement in the conspiracy. 

Eleven were jailed for between 21 and 32 
months. Three others, including Munir 
and Ali, who have admitted conspiracy to 
produce cannabis, are awaiting sentence. 
Munir, aged 30, of Thorpe Road, Caldmore, 
and the son of Palfrey Councillor 
Mohammed Munir, was also jailed for 12 
weeks last month for election fraud. 

During last week’s court hearing, Mr 
Tim Probert-Wood, prosecuting, said: 
“Drugs were being grown on a commercial 
scale, generally using Vietnamese garden¬ 


ers who lived at the properties and looked 
after the plants. It is difficult to gauge the 
actual total yield but it is in the millions.” 

Illegal immigrant Le Manh Hung, aged 
21, of no fixed address, admitted conspir¬ 
acy to produce cannabis and was jailed for 
two years and eight months. 

He slipped into the UK on the back of a 
lorry aged 14 and now has a daughter born 
last year to a Korean woman who lives in 
London. He faces deportation when freed. 

Judge Martin Walsh said: “You could be 
described as the sergeant major of the gar¬ 
deners. You were involved in a large and 
sophisticated operation that produced a 
substantial quantity of cannabis.” 

After the hearing, Sgt Davis praised his 
team. “Every member of the squad played 
their part,” he said. “But Pc Stacey Pater¬ 
son deserves special mention because she 
did all the hard work in drawing the 
threads of the investigation together. 

“Our financial investigator Dc Paul Grif¬ 
fiths also put in a huge amount of time and 
effort.” 

K2 Properties is now under new manage¬ 
ment. Boss Tal Hussain said: “The busi¬ 
ness was taken over by new management 
last May. The court case has got nothing to 
do with the current owners. Since I have 
taken over the business, nothing like that 
or of that nature has occurred.” 


The plush Tennal House in Roman Road 


Plants found at 251 Birmingham Road, Walsall 


Hospital 
ready for 
flu surge 

Chiefs at Walsall 
Manor Hosptial said 
although there has not 
been a huge upsurge of 
people with flu symp¬ 
toms in recent days, they 
were prepared to deal 
with any more cases. 

Spokeswoman Anna¬ 
bel Smith said: “It is sea¬ 
sonal flu and it is that 
time of the year where 
unfortunately it is 
increasing across the 
country.” 

Bosses at NHS Walsall 
are also reviewing the 
amount of flu vaccine 
available as GPs across 
the region are reporting a 
shortage of flu vaccines 
and hospitals see pres¬ 
sure levels soar. 

Bharat Patel, head of 
medicines management, 
said: “We are currently 
liaising with GP prac¬ 
tices and community 
pharmacies to determine 
the levels of flu vaccines 
across Walsall.” 

Wolverhampton Pri¬ 
mary Care Trust has 
started an audit of GPs in 
to determine levels. 


Anti-bully 

backing 

An anti-bullying strat¬ 
egy in Walsall has 
scooped a national 
award. Walsall Chil¬ 
dren’s Services Serco, the 
private company in 
charge of borough educa¬ 
tion, won the title at the 
Children and Young 
People Now awards. 

It was a double 
triumph for Walsall as 
Joseph Leckie Commu¬ 
nity Technology College 
received the extended 
schools award for doing 
the most to engage with 
the wider community.. 

Serco’s strategy was 
said to be the most effec¬ 
tive in reducing bullying 
and the harm it causes. 

Sharon Tott, head of 
access and entitlement, 
said the award was a 
recognition of the hard 
work of Serco,its part¬ 
ners and young people. 

Mayor asks 
for presents 

Unwanted Christmas 
gifts can be donated to 
the Mayor of Walsall’ 
charity appeal. 

Mayor Councillor Gary 
Clarke is accepting 
unwanted items to use as 
raffle prizes to boost 
funds for Walsall Hos¬ 
pice. He said: “If someone 
has too many chocolates 
or DVDs they don’t want 
we can make good use of 
them.” 

To donate items, take 
them to the Mayor’s 
Parlour at Walsall Town 
Hall in Lichfield Street. 
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500 go for 
store’s 11 
openings 

Almost 500 people have applied for 
11 jobs at a new Tesco Express store in 
Walsall Wood. 

Bosses said they have been “over¬ 
whelmed” by the response, which has 
seen around 45 applicants for each 
vacancy. 

The store will open in Salters Road 
on Friday and all staff have been 
recruited from the local area. S 

tore manager Claire Allen said she 
was pleased to be able to offer people 
jobs at the start of the new year. 

“I was overwhelmed by the 
response we received to our recruit¬ 
ment drive,” she said. 

“In this time of economic uncer¬ 
tainty, it is great that we are able to 
create jobs and help get people back 
into work in time for the new year. 

“I am really pleased with my new 
team and I’m looking forward to 
working with the new staff. 

“We are delighted to be opening a 
Tesco Express store in Salters Road, 
Walsall Wood, and look forward to 
playing an active role in the local com¬ 
munity.” 

The will be open from 6am to 11pm 
seven days a week. 

It comes just a month after a Tesco 
Extra superstore opened in Walsall 
town centre at the site of the former 
Walsall College. 

Around 250 jobs were created and 
almost 700 people applied in the first 
two days of the recruitment drive. 

Tesco in Silver Street, Brownhills, 
is due to be enlarged after planning 
permission was granted. Work is 
expected to start next year and expan¬ 
sion will bring 150 new jobs. 

Off-road bike 
problem plea 

Residents plagued by the nuisance 
from off-road bikers in Walsall are 
being urged to report problems to 
police so they can deal with the offend¬ 
ers. 

Officers have already stepped up 
their presence around the likes of 
Pleck Park and Delves Crescent fol¬ 
lowing a number of complaints. 

If caught, people can be prosecuted 
for nuisance and persistent offenders 
face having their off road bikes seized. 

Anyone affected by such a problem 
can call the police as part of a crack¬ 
down by the Safer Walsall Partner¬ 
ship. 

This includes representatives from 
Walsall Council, police and fire serv¬ 
ices and from the Walsall Housing 
Group. 

Chairman of the group, councillor 
Zahid Ali, said: “Off road bikers are a 
real menace to society.” 

Man given £150 
disorder penalty 

A man has been ordered to pay £150 
after admitting being drunk and dis¬ 
orderly in a Walsall street. 

Police were called to Old Pleck Road 
after reports Shaun Jenkins was 
shouting abuse at 11.30pm on Decem¬ 
ber 27. The 29-year-old of Bescot 
Road, Pleck, pleaded guilty to an 
offence of drunk and disorderly at 
Walsall Magistrates Court. 

He was fined £50 and ordered to pay 
£85 costs and a £15 victim surcharge. 


Book on J10 church 


The founder of a Walsall church 
has lifted the lid on his experiences in 
a new book. John Price, his wife 
Judith, eight friends and family set 
up the Church At Junction 10 in 
Walsall from scratch in school rooms 
more than 30 years ago. In the face of 
bitter opposition from residents over 
plans to acquire land to build a 
church in Wolverhampton Road near 
the M6, the congregation grew from 


barely a handful of worshippers to 
the more than 600 who attend the 
services. Celebrities including 
comedy duo Cannon & Ball have 
visited the church. In his book God’s 
Wheels, the veteran pastor explains 
how the members overcame signifi¬ 
cant scepticism in the community. 
God’s Wheels is £7.99 and is avail¬ 
able from Walsall bookshop The Hub 
and www.ccpas.co.uk/shop 


Takeaway planned 


An empty shop in Walsall could 
reopen as a takeaway . 

An application has been made for 
the change of use of a shop in 
Bloxwich Road, Walsall. 

It is the second time the applica¬ 
tion has come before borough plan¬ 
ners, after previously being refused 
over fears of noise and smells and 
lack of parking. 


The revised application includes a 
high-performance canopy extraction 
and range system, an additional 
litter bin and an extra parking space. 

If approved, the takeaway would 
operate from 11am to 11pm Monday 
to Saturday and from 5-9pm on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays. 

The opening of a takeaway would 
create two jobs. 


TV lights go out on 
Stacey’s love quest 



It is the brutally straightfor¬ 
ward dating show where 
unwanted suitors are sent 
packing with the catchphrase 
“no likey, no lighty”. 

Now an unlucky-in-love Wil- 
lenhall woman has lifted the lid 
on her experience of searching for 
“the one” on hit series Take Me 
Out. 

Viewers saw Stacey Dixon on the 
ITV show recently, lining up with 29 
other women vying for the attentions 
of four brave bachelors. 

After failing to find Mr Right, the 
19-year-old, who runs Party Angels, 
Cannock Road, Wednesfield, was 
back on our screens this weekend. 

She described taking part in the 
show as one of the most fun experi¬ 
ences of her life - and said host, 
Phoenix Nights star and funnyman 
Paddy McGuinness, is “just like a 
brother”. 

But her lips are sealed on whether 
she manages to meet the man of her 
dreams. 

The former Willenhall School 
Sports College pupil said: “I’d seen 
the show on TV and I think I was a 
little bit hungover and I just thought 
it would be a laugh to go on it. 

“I applied and was called to an 
audition in Birmingham but I never 
thought I’d get on it. When they called 
me up to offer me a place I was so 
shocked.” 

Nervous 

The show was filmed at an ITV 
studio in Kent over a two-and-a-half 
week period in October. 

“It was just an amazing experi¬ 
ence,” said Stacey. “It was like a big 
girly night out. 

“All the ladies I met were so lovely. 
I thought with all girls together it 
might be a bit catty but it wasn’t at 
all. It was just like one big party and 
I’m definitely going to keep in touch 
with the girls. 

“Paddy McGuinness is lovely too. 
He’s just like a brother to us all now. 

“He just comes over and puts you at 
ease because you do get nervous in 
front of a live television audience of 
around 600. 

“We had a bit of a running joke 
because my voice is a bit high-pitched 
and I speak really quickly and he 
said, ‘Stacey, nobody can understand 
you’.” 

Stacey said she has been unlucky 
in love after being single for two years 
now. 

“My track record isn’t good,” she 
said. “I’ve had some time out to 
myself now to set up my business and 


Stacey in a shot for the show 

things and I just thought this was a 
perfect opportunity to maybe meet 
someone.” 

‘My ideal man is someone with a 
wonderful personality who is able to 
keep up with me because I do talk 
quite a lot. 

“Looks don’t really matter to me 
but I do like someone taller than me, 
with a bit of muscle and a bit of facial 
hair.” 

Stacey set up her own party shop 
just a few months ago after finding 
herself out of work. 

Early last year she lost her job at 
Lidl in Walsall where she was as an 
administrator . 

After struggling to find work, she 


decided to sink her life savings into 
her dream of running her own busi¬ 
ness. 

“It’s going really well,” said Stacey, 
who specialises in balloon modelling. 

“We’ve had a really busy Christmas 
and new year. 

“I’d spent a lot of time and effort 
setting that up and had been really 
busy so I thought Take Me Out was a 
good chance to have a laugh and relax 
a bit.” 

The show - with its catchphrase 
“no likey, no light/’ - involves four 
willing men trying to impress the 
female contestants with insights into 
their lives and hidden talents. 

The men descend on stage in a 


glass lift, bursting into the show to a 
song of their choice. 

But if one of the ladies does not like 
what she sees, she can rule herself 
out of the running for a date by 
turning off the light on her podium. If 
all lights turn off, the men go home 
empty-handed. 

But those who managed to keep 
some of the girls interested get a 
chance to get their own back, turning 
off their lights until they end up with 
the contestant they’d most like to go 
out with. 

Those who bag themselves a date 
then jet off to the romantic “Isle of 
Fernando” - a fictional name for a 
holiday resort in Spain. 


Centre’s 

windows 

smashed 

Thousands of pounds of damage 
has been caused to a Walsall leisure 
centre after vandals smashed 
through windows. 

Yobs broke the outer pane of seven 
double glazing windows overlooking 
the swimming pool area at Oak Park, 
Walsall Wood. 

Families were still able to use the 
centre in Lichfield Road until repairs 
are carried out. 

The exact cost of the repairs is still 
being worked out but it will run into 
the thousands of pounds. 

Walsall Council leisure chief Coun¬ 
cillor Anthony Harris has condemned 
the vandals. 

He said: “I am incensed that the 
mindless minority could try and spoil 
things for the many decent people in 
the community who enjoy using the 
facilities at Oak Park. 

“Thankfully it was business as 
usual and we were able to operate the 
centre without inconveniencing 
people. But we now have to find thou¬ 
sands of pounds for repairs. 

“If anyone saw anything suspicious 
or has any information that could 
catch the culprits I urge them to get in 
touch with the police.” 

The vandals are thought to have 
struck early on December 30 and the 
matter has been reported to police. 

Complaints have been made about 
youths gathering next to the centre to 
consume alcohol and cause disrup¬ 
tion. In an attempt to deter them, 
spotlights have been put in place at 
the back of the building. 

Police have also enforced an alcohol 
ban in the area. 

Price advice 
for traders 

Traders in Walsall have contacted 
Trading Standards officers in the 
borough to ask for advice on price 
marking after the VAT hike. 

The standard rate of VAT rose on 
Tuesday from 17.5per cent to 20 per 
cent. It now means the shelf price of 
many goods may be incorrect and offi¬ 
cers have been asked what steps 
traders can take to make sure cus¬ 
tomers are not misled. 

Cabinet Councillor Zahid Ali said 
the law gives traders time to alter 
their pricing information and a grace 
period of 28 days is allowed under leg¬ 
islation to allow businesses to ensure 
their entire price marking updated. 

People with queries can contact 
Trading Standards on 01922 652246 
or can send an email to trading_stan 
dards@walsall.gov.uk They can also 
call Consumer Direct on 08454 
040506. 

Teenagers facing 
robbery charges 

Two teenagers have been remanded 
in custody accused of robbery, posses¬ 
sion of a firearm and two assaults in 
Streetly. 

The 16 and 17-year-olds from Birm¬ 
ingham have been charged in connec¬ 
tion with an attempted robbery of an 
Audi A3 when keys were taken and 
CS spray used in Royal Meadow Way. 

The pair, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, did not enter a plea at 
Walsall Magistrates Court last week. 
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All change with inspectors 


Neighbourhood policing in 
Walsall is undergoing a reshuf¬ 
fle, as three new inspectors take 
charge of areas in the borough. 

Bloxwich, Darlaston, Willen- 
hall and Aldridge-Brownhills are 
set for changes. 

Each area is based on a local 
authority neighbourhood man¬ 
agement area boundary and is 
headed by an inspector with a 
team of sergeants, police consta¬ 


bles, PCSOs and specials 
working together. 

From this month, the Bloxwich 
team is welcoming Mark 
Bromhill as inspector. 

He is replacing Mandy 
McPhee, who is moving to new 
duties within the borough. 

Willenhall and Darlaston 
sectors will now be headed by 
Inspector Kerr Ross, who has 
spent time in Birmingham, 


Sandwell and the other parts of 
the Black Country. 

The Aldridge and Brownhills 
neighbourhoods will now be 
headed by Inspector Lisa-Jayne 
Robson, who will replace Inspec¬ 
tor Jan Leggett as she moves on 
to become head of the communi¬ 
cations centre at Walsall. 

Walsall Central will remain 
under the leadership of Inspector 
Steve Willets. 


Honours for sailing 


Sailing certificates have been pre¬ 
sented to adults and children with 
learning disabilities on a Walsall 
Council sport and leisure outdoor 
pursuit team scheme. 

Pupils from Mary Elliot and Old 
Hall special schools, Walsall, and 
Oscott Manor Special School, Birm¬ 
ingham, participated, with adults 
from Chase Community Homes, 
Telford Day Care Services and Select 
Lifestyles care homes in the Royal 


Yachting Association sailability pro¬ 
gramme. A total of 90 completed the 
course with several achieving the 
Royal Yachting Association’s bronze, 
silver and gold sailability awards. 

Certificates were presented by 
Mayor of Walsall Councillor Gary 
Clarke in a ceremony at Walsall Town 
Hall at the end of last year. 

The Rotary Club of Darlaston’s sail¬ 
ability trophy was presented to Chase 
Community Homes. 


Call for 
heating 
probe 

Angry councillors are 
calling for an investiga¬ 
tion into the closure of a 
library due to broken 
heating - less than a year 
after £80,000 was spent 
on a new system. 

Willenhall Library was 
closed for five days 
during the cold spell but 
has now reopened after 
engineers were sent in to 
deal with the problem. 

But Willenhall South 
representative Council¬ 
lor Carl Creaney is 
calling for an investiga¬ 
tion into why the library 
in Walsall Street was 
forced to close after it 
broke for a second time. 

“I just think it’s 
absolutely beyond a joke 
that the council has 
spent £80,000 around 
nine months ago on this 
and it’s broken again,” he 
said. “It denies people 
access to vital services in 
Willenhall.” 

Council chiefs said 
engineers had worked to 
get the building reopened 
as quickly as possible. 
Leisure and councillor 
Anthony Harris said the 
problems were “frustrat¬ 
ing”. 

“It’s a new heating 
system and frankly, we’re 
disappointed we’re expe¬ 
riencing teething prob¬ 
lems with it,” he said. 

“We do apologise for 
any inconvenience.” 


Soldier is 
given fine 

A soldier from Walsall 
admitted scratching his 
name into his cell wall 
after he was arrested on 
suspicion of going absent 
without leave from the 
Army. 

Chad Brittle, aged 18, 
of Ashdown Grove, 
Birchills, appeared at 
Walsall Magistrates 
Court last week and 
admitted criminally 
damaging the cell wall. 

The court heard Brittle 
was also arrested last 
week. District Judge 
Michael Morris ordered 
him to pay a £150 fine, 
£100 compensation, and 
£85 prosecution costs by 
February 1. 


Council axe is to fall 


on more than400jobs 



The full extent of the job 
losses across Walsall’s 
libraries, parks, museums and 
leisure centres can today be 
revealed. The council is plan¬ 
ning to lose 427 jobs across the 
board. 

These are likely to come with the 
axing of vacant posts and compul¬ 
sory and voluntary redundancies. 

A total of 75 job losses will be in com¬ 
munity services, which covers things 
such as art and history centres, 
creches, museums and the borough’s 
parks and green spaces. 

The hardest hit will be library 
workers, who are set to lose a total of 
21 posts. The entire library service is 
to be overhauled, with some branches 
closing, in a bid to save around £1.8 
million. 

A total of seven posts are earmarked 
for the axe in the green spaces service. 
Five jobs will go next year and the 
budget reduced to save £130,829 and 
two jobs will go between 2012 and 
2014, saving £324,145. 

Five jobs would go if the council pro¬ 
ceeds with its plan to close the creches 
at Oak Park and Bloxwich leisure 
centres, saving £30,000. Two would 
also go if the council washes its hands 
of Bentley Leisure Pavilion to save 
£150,000. 

Council bosses need to save £65 


walsallchronicle@ 
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million over the next three years and 
more than 1,300 letters have gone out 
to staff about voluntary redundancy. 

Also earmarked for the axe in com¬ 
munity services are arts and music 
posts at facilities such as Leamore’s 
Forest Arts Centre and education 
posts and visitor assistants at Walsall 
Museum. 

Seven jobs will also be lost in the pro¬ 
posed staffing restructure of Walsall 
Partnership, which will save £450,000. 
Jobs in licensing and public safety are 
also for the chop. 

Nothing 

Tony Jones, Walsall regional officer 
for Unison, said: “Walsall Council is 
cutting jobs and public amenities from 
a community that has little or nothing. 

“Cutting library services, for 
instance, not only impacts on our 
members’ jobs but also the wider com¬ 
munity. 

“Libraries are vital for vulnerable 
people, such as the unemployed who 
use them to put together their CVs and 
use the internet.” 

Councillor Chris Towe, Walsall 
Council’s cabinet member for finance 
and personnel, said: “We will be con¬ 
sulting with our employees about our 
proposals in the hope that we can work 
together to shape our final budget 
plans.” 

Drive led 
to court 

A man with no driving 
licence was caught at the 
wheel of a friend’s sports 
car in Willenhall. 

John Paul Bird, aged 
46, of Tyler Road, Rose 
Hill, admitted driving 
otherwise than in accor¬ 
dance with his licence 
and without insurance in 
Temple Bar in July. 

Unemployed Bird, who 
defended himself, told 
Walsall Magistrates 
Court he had been cele¬ 
brating his birthday with 
a friend and offered to 
drive the Mazda convert¬ 
ible home because his 
friend had been drinking. 

He was fined £100 for 
no insurance with no sep¬ 
arate licence penalty 
with £85 costs and £15 
victim surcharge. 


Leather reproductions of historic 
costumes are being used as learning 
aids by schoolchildren visiting a 
Walsall museum. 

Roman scale armour and sandals 
are just a couple of items youngsters 
can handle at Walsall Leather 
Museum to learn about history. 

Children can also get to craft a 
Saxon Sutton Hoo helmet during 
workshops at the venue on Littleton 
Street West. 

David Mills, from the museum, said: 


“We have a collection of items people 
can handle ranging from armour to a 
reproduction of a Second World War 
RAF jacket. We have different sorts of 
costumes made from leather that 
people can try on. It’s all part of our 
intention to make history enjoyable. 

“We get about 2,000 schoolchildren 
here a year and we get a fantastic reac¬ 
tion to the items. 

“We are keen to work with schools. 
We have an incredible range of activi¬ 
ties related to the curriculum.” 


Aiming to cut down 
on agency workers 

Walsall Council will try to cut down on agency 
staff in favour of employing people in jobs where they 
are needed, chiefs pledged today. The authority is 
currently advertising for a company to take over its 
contract to supply agency staff. 

An advert in a local newspaper reads: “The 
current annual spend on the existing contract is £7.7 
million. The value on specific areas of spend will fluc¬ 
tuate over the life of the contract.” 

More than 450 jobs are under threat at the council 
as it battles to save £65m over the next three years. 

Finance chief Councillor Chris Towe, said: “The 
contract with the existing provider expires in May 
2011 and by law has to be put out to tender. 

“The policy we introduced this year means we will 
continue to reduce the number of agency staff in 
preference to employing people in jobs where they 
are needed. 

“The invitation to tender clearly states there is 
likely to be a reduction in demand for agency staff in 
the years ahead as our policy to employ people where 
they are needed takes effect. 

“The £7.7m annual spend last year is in no way a 
statement of committed spend in future years,” 
added Councillor Towe. 


Town market 
will be shut 
by the spring 

A Walsall market will be axed by March 31, a 
report has revealed. The pitch in King Street, Dar¬ 
laston, is earmarked for closure to save Walsall 
Council £24,000 a year in running costs. 

Two traders operating from the site will be relo¬ 
cated, while two mobile units could be allowed to 
carry on with street licences 

A report to the decision-making cabinet is recom¬ 
mending the market is discontinued. It would mean 
the toiletries and clothes stall being relocated to 
either Walsall or Willenhall. 

But the two food concessions, a butchers and 
burger van, may be able to carry on trading with a 
licence under an agreement with landowners Asda. 

Talks over the future of all traders on the Friday 
and Saturday pitch are ongoing. 

The report says income has fallen by 12 per cent 
on the last year and is only anticipated to bring in 
£7,000 by the end of the year. 

This is included in the £24,000 deficit, although 
with administration and management overheads - 
which can not be saved with just the closure of Dar¬ 
laston market - it means a saving of around £20,000 
a year. 

Regeneration manager Paul Nicholson said: “It is 
anticipated the two food concessions may be able to 
continue to trade on that part of the market area 
being land owned by Asda.” 


Bogus callers in 
council tax scam 

Bogus callers are using a council tax swindle to try 
to get residents’ personal details in the Walsall area, 
trading standards officers have warned. 

People are being warned not to give out their 
details after reports of fake phone calls and emails 
offering refunds on overpaid council tax. 

The calls and emails claim to be from Walsall 
Council and offer refunds of hundreds of pounds if 
the recipient gives their bank details. 

One Walsall woman was contacted by a man who 
said he could give her an eight-year council tax 
rebate but she refused to give her details. 

Councillor Zahid Ali said: “These phone calls and 
emails have no connection to the council and I would 
urge people not to give their bank details or other 
personal information.” 

To report a bogus call contact Consumer Direct on 
08454 040506. 

Keep your expensive 
presents out of sight 

Expensive items received at Christmas could 
become a target for thieves in Walsall, council bosses 
have warned. Walsall Safer Partnership has issued 
advice to stop people becoming New Year crime sta¬ 
tistics. 

People have been told to be aware of their sur¬ 
roundings and to be careful when using cashpoints. 
They should also avoid carrying mobile phones and 
MP3 players openly, leaving handbags or pushchairs 
unattended and leaving shopping on show in cars. 

Councillor Zahid Ali, said: “People may well have 
received expensive items, some of which they may 
not have opened or found a permanent place for yet 
and it is important to not spell out to people what is 
inside your house by leaving either the items or the 
packaging on show for criminals to see.” 


Councillor recovering from 
quadruple heart surgery 

A Walsall councillor is recovering at home after 
major heart surgery. Pleck ward representative 
Councillor Harbans Sarohi, aged 72, had a quadru¬ 
ple heart bypass last month. He was elected to 
Walsall Council for Labour in 2000. His daughter 
Shivender Kaur said: “He is resting at home and is 
improving. He is looking forward to seeing everyone 
when he is feeling better.” 
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Town’s cheap car park 
set to be closed down 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
One of the cheapest car parks in 
Walsall is to be closed down after it 
sprang up without planning permis¬ 
sion. Walsall planning chiefs have 
voted to take action. 

They decided to shut the unofficial car 
park which was set up on derelict land in 
Lower Rushall Street last month. 

Drivers had been flocking to the car park 
where they paid £3 to park for the day, com¬ 
pared with £5 for an all-day stay on the town’s 
council-run car parks. 

Council chiefs said the business, run by GT 
Parking, did not have planning permission. 

Advertising and directions for the car park 
will now have to be removed within one month 
following last night’s decision. 

Meanwhile, there was joy for campaigners in 
Chuckery after plans for a new £90,000 village 
green were given the go ahead. 

Land at the corner of Charlotte Street and 
Walhouse Road was granted official village 
green status after the Friends of Chuckery 
Corner Green were able to prove the land had 
been used by the community for at least 20 
years. 

Councillor Mike Bird told planning commit¬ 
tee: “I think this is a success for the ‘big society’ 
and for the local community. 

Hotspot 

“People have spoken, along with the three 
ward councillors. They now have something 
that is protected and will become part of that 
particular area.” 

Eighty eight new homes will also be built on 
a fly-tipping hotspot in Rushall after council¬ 
lors gave the housing scheme their backing. 

Thousands of pounds has been spent remov¬ 
ing dumped items on the old Crosslands factory 
site in Cartbridge Lane South. 

And up to 30 new jobs will be created after 
permission was granted to turn a derelict 
factory in Walsall into a manufacturing base. 

Housing group Accord can now restore an 
empty unit off Stephenson Avenue, Beechdale, 
and manufacture panels for timber houses. 

Permission was also granted to allow West 
Bromwich Albion to improve its training 
ground in Birmingham Road, Great Barr. 

Earlier this year, the Premiership club was 
given permission to create an artificial floodlit 
pitch and larger indoor facilities. Now the club 
can extend its hydrotherapy suite. 



Council is hoping to 
cut car parking fees 


Walsall Council is hoping to reduce car 
parking fees after the Government 
scrapped guidelines encouraging local 
authorities to impose higher rates. 

Charges at council car parks across 
the region are being reviewed, and 
Walsall Council said it would look to 
reduce prices wherever possible. Under 
the new Government rules, councils will 
be able to price parking spaces competi¬ 
tively to attract drivers into town 
centres. 

Councils have until now been required 
to set parking fees in a way that encour¬ 
ages alternative forms of transport. 

Walsall transport boss Councillor Tom 
Ansell said: “Our parking charges are 
constantly reviewed and they will be 
reviewed again this year. Wherever pos¬ 
sible, we will look to reduce prices. 

‘We need to encourage shoppers into 
the town centres and we can do that by 


making it easier and cheaper for them to 
park. 

“We already have reduced rates on 
Sundays to encourage more people into 
the town. We will be looking at this latest 
Government guidance.” 

Walsall Council is also getting ready to 
bring in pay-by-phone parking in a bid to 
get more shoppers in. Visitors to council 
pay-and-display car parks will be able to 
use debit and credit cards instead of 
coins. 

Wolverhampton’s cabinet member for 
transport, Councillor Peter Bilson, said 
the Government announcement did not 
mean there would be free parking across 
the city. 

“It’s a difficult situation as central gov¬ 
ernment is telling councils to reduce 
budgets by 28 per cent by 2014,” he said. 

“At this stage it is too early to say what 
will happen to parking charges.” 
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Calls for review over 
gritting town streets 

walsallchronicle@ expressandstar.co.uk 

Traders in Willenhall have demanded a 
review of gritting in the town, claiming 
untreated streets led to a drop in visits 
from pre-Christmas shoppers. 

Angry shopkeepers have hit out, saying 
town centre streets were not treated as 
they have been in previous years. 

But council chiefs refuted the claims, insisting the 
streets had been tackled by the borough’s grit teams. 

Butcher Tony Butler, who runs Conway’s in 
Market Place, claims pensioners and other shoppers 
had been put off venturing into the town. 

“I was out delivering orders two hours after I’d 
closed on Christmas Eve just because people couldn’t 
get into the town,” he said. 

Tears 

“I had one elderly woman who rang in tears 
because she had come down on the bus but couldn’t 
walk through the town and had to go back. I took the 
order to her. 

“I haven’t seen anyone gritting the roads or any 
evidence of grit at all and this is the first year I can 
say that. 

“In the past, they used to clear all the snow and 
pile it up on the Wakes ground nearby.” 

Councillor Carl Creaney, representative for Wil¬ 
lenhall South, called for a review of the way district 
centre streets are handled in the snow. 

He said: “I’ve spoken to a lot of traders and shop¬ 
pers in the town who have all said the same thing - 
the roads had not been treated.” 

Walsall Council’s traffic and transportation 
manager Glyn Oliver insisted Willenhall town 
centre had been gritted during the Christmas 
period. “It is included within our winter plan, which 
was agreed by cabinet in autumn,” he said. 

He said a mixture of salt and grit was used on 
December 21 and 22. 



Carl Creaney and Tony Butler in Market Place. 


Calendars now on sale 

Calendars depicting how people used to live in 
Walsall are now available. 

Graphic designer John Griffiths has produced the 
2011 calendar, which is the sixth in the series, called 
Walsall Lives — Remembering the Old Town. 

It is available from Athwal News, in Leicester 
Street, Curio Shop, in George Street, Heaven Sent at 
The Crossing at St Pauls, in Darwall Street, Water- 
stones, in Park Street, Walsall Leather Museum, in 
Littleton Street West, and Walsall Local History 
Centre, in Essex Street, priced at £6.99. 


Chill factor 

A display showing how 
women used to keep 
warm in the mid-1900s 
will remain at Walsall 
Museum until the end of 
this month. A Chill in the 
Air is on display in Lich¬ 
field Street and includes 
woollen dresses, thick 
skirts and cardigans 
from the 1920s to 60s. 


Extension on payment 

Developers are set to be given a time extension to 
pay more than £100,000 to Walsall Council as part of 
a planning agreement. 

Just over £102,000 is due as part of a deal allowing 
215 and 217 Lichfield Road to be pulled down to 
make way for a 21-home estate. 

Planning permission was granted in 2008 subject 
to contributions towards open space and education. 
It is due when work starts on the project, but devel¬ 
opers are asking for this to be delayed until the 10th 
home is occupied. 
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LETTERS 

Biggest thankyou to those 
who helped first big event 


Dear Sir, 

I would like to send the biggest 
possible thank you to all who 
helped with the first event at the 
new Stan Ball Centre, our first 
ever annual carol concert. 

We had an excellent turnout of 
around 60 adults and children, a 
good number considering the ice 
and bitter cold weather. 

Special thanks to Rev Paul 
Myers of Christ Church, Blake- 
nall Heath who led the event 
with great humour and clarity 
and supplied the recommended 
readings. Readers Alan and Sue 
Noake, Jean Jeavons, Mervin 
Stonnard and Judy White; 
Organist Brian Poole, his wife 
and Roy Cadman who supplied 
this contact; the volunteers who 


cooked the mince pies and the 
Christmas cake for the raffle. 

Also all who donated raffle 
prizes including Midland Co-op; 
Abbotts Street Residents’Associ¬ 
ation led by Mervin Stonnard 
who delivered over 300 leaflets; 
Jane Stretton, Eleanor Boycott 
and Rachel Ward who set the 
room up. 

Also Dan from Electric Palace 
who supplied, set up and 
managed the sound equipment 
(also Mel and one other) 

Jane, Barbara and others who 
helped serve the teas and sell the 
raffle tickets; Karen Smith and 
others who brought raffle tickets 
when we had forgotten to buy 
them; Lisa who helped promote 
the event at Blakenall Commu¬ 


nity Centre; all the over 50s 
Forum who attended; all who 
supported the event from Christ 
Church and everyone who dis¬ 
played and forwarded concert 
information for us including 
Michelle from WDF, Rev Kareen 
Lowther and Stacy Seniors 
Thanks also to Bloxwich Tally- 
graph, Express and Star and 
Walsall Voluntary Action for the 
publicity. And not forgetting 
Barry who cleaned up and put all 
the furniture back away. Every¬ 
one worked hard to ensure that 
we had a great first event 
Deb Brownlee, 

Young at Heart, 

Project Officer, 

Bloxwich Community, 
Partnership. 


Showing our gratitude for helping to 
change many attitudes towards dying 


Dear Sir, 

We are writing to say a huge 
thank you to all members and 
supporters of the Dying Matters 
Coalition in Walsall for their 
commitment over 2010. 

With hundreds of members in 
the area, and more than 13,800 
across England, we are starting 
to transform our society’s culture 
of silence around dying, death 
and bereavement. 

During 2010 Dying Matters 
has worked with care homes, 
hospices, PCTs, funeral and legal 


service providers, retirement 
organisations and charities, 
many older people and commu¬ 
nity groups, and faith groups to 
make talking about dying easier. 

We have supported communi¬ 
ties, schools, older people, GPs 
and many hard-to-reach groups 
all over the country. 

Not talking to anyone or plan¬ 
ning properly prevents many 
people from having their wishes 
met and getting the care they 
want at the end of their lives. 

Talking about our plans for the 


future, wills, funerals and where 
we want to die is a part of having 
a good life. 

Discussing how we want to be 
cared for and remembered is 
essential to achieving “a good 
death”. 

Thank you to all our members 
for your commitment, and best 
wishes for the New Year. 

Eve Richardson and 
Hilary Fisher 
Chief Executive, 

National Council for 
Palliative Care 


Where is 

master 

scheme? 

Dear Sir, 

What happened to the 
all new “master plan” 
commissioned by Walsall 
Council after the last 
fiasco experienced by res¬ 
idents of Walsall earlier 
this year due to weather 
conditions? 

Nothing has changed - 
in fact the management 
of inclement weather is 
worse than ever. 

Bin collections have 
been suspended on at 
least two days in my area 
but what happened to the 
labour force. As there 
have been no clearance of 
footpaths on side roads I 
can only surmise the 
operatives were sent 
home on full pay and the 
backlog will be cleared at 
overtime rates. 

I fully understand 
main roads take priority 
but the operative word 
here is priority not total¬ 
ity. Walsall Council and 
its team of highly-paid 
experts and councillors 
are a load of comedians 
but the voters and tax¬ 
payers of Walsall fail to 
get the joke. The May 
elections loom and heads 
should roll. 

Christine Statham, 
Bloxwich, 

Walsall. 
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Remember to give a hand in cold 
weather to those with poor sight 


Dear Sir, 

With the cold, icy conditions 
forecast to continue for the rest of 
the year; at Action for Blind 
People we’re urging local people 
to spare a thought for residents 
with sight loss. 

Freezing weather can be a real 
pain and can cause inconven¬ 
ience, but for some visually 
impaired people, it can be dan¬ 
gerous and also mean total isola¬ 
tion. 

Many blind and partially 


sighted people lack confidence 
getting out and about in good 
weather, so when frost and ice 
make pavements slippery, many 
feel unable to venture out of their 
front doors — trapped in their own 
homes. 

At Action for Blind People, 
we’re encouraging everyone who 
knows a blind or partially 
sighted person to check if they 
need any help. Our top tips are to 
contact visually impaired neigh¬ 
bours to make sure they’re okay. 


Clear their path of ice and 
snow; offer to drive them to and 
from work; do their food shop¬ 
ping, so they’re stocked up with 
supplies; offer to walk with them, 
guiding them around icy and 
slippery surfaces. 

Your help will be a real lifeline 
to people with sight loss, 
www.actionforblindpeople.org.u 
k 

Sue Huyton 

Head of West Mids Region 

Action for Blind People 


Alliance proves 
disappointing 

Dear Sir, 

What a deep disappointment Cameron and 
Clegg have proved to be after the Blair and 
Brown eras. 

Brown “wasted” £lbn on Labour staff in 
the final 12 months of being in office, a clear 
sign that he intended an incoming govern¬ 
ment to be left with as much debt as possible. 

Sadly, calamity Cameron and Clegg have 
put us in a deeper hole of debt by borrowing a 
monthly record of £23.3bn for November 
alone. 

For the year to date the figure is £104.4bn, 
way above expectations. 

The reasons for such an increase is due to 
the Irish bailout, foreign and EU further pay¬ 
ments and £l.lbn to prospective EU 
members such as Turkey, Bosnia, Albania, 
etc. 

Clegg is an albatross around Cameron’s 
neck and the situation will only deteriorate. 

R Saunders, 

Walsall. 


Will you get 
a cut in pay? 

Dear Sir, 

In this New Year, is Mr Mike 
Bird of Walsall Council now con¬ 
sidering a reduction in his 
council salary, now he has a 
reduced budget to look after? 

His £700m plus budget that he 
deemed made him worth far 
more, has now been reduced by 
some £30m. He may well now 
see why I have in the past ques¬ 
tioned his costing criteria 
ability. 

L Robinson, 

Short Heath, 

Willenhall. 

Ps. In the new year, will your 
swimming pool, as printed in the 
Gala Baths programme, con¬ 
stantly be cancelled for water 
polo as it was so many times last 
year? 


Do you have some¬ 
thing to say? Then 
write to Walsall 
Chronicle, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton. WV1 1ES or 
email walsallchroni- 
cle@expressandstar.c 
o.uk. Letters are pub¬ 
lished at the editor’s 
discretion and may be 
edited. All letters and 
emails must include a 
full name, address and 
contact number. 
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Bogus water officials 
steal pensioner’s cash 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 
Thieves posing as water 
company officials stole £100 
from a woman in her 90s after 
conning their way into her 
Walsall home. 

The victim from Pheasay 
answered her door to two men 
claiming to be from a water 
company. 

Police officers investigating the theft 
said the money was taken after one of 
the men kept the pensioner talking 
while the second slipped into her house 
and took the money from her purse. 
The conmen struck between 2.10pm 
and 2.20pm on January 3. 

West Midlands Police today issued a 
warning to residents, especially 
elderly or vulnerable people, to be vig¬ 
ilant. 

DC Martin Beebee, of Force CID, 
said: “We want to hear from anyone 
else who may have been approached by 
these two men in the area to contact us. 

Elderly 

“We would like to warn people in the 
community, particularly elderly resi¬ 
dents to never let anyone into their 
property unless they are sure of their 
identity.” 

The Pheasey victim was in her early 
90s. 

Both thieves were described as white 
men in their late 20s to early 30s. 

The first man, believed to be aged 
between 30 and 35, was said to be 5ft 
9ins tall, thick set with a round face, 
small eyes and dark hair combed back. 

The second was aged about 25, also 
about 5ft 9ins tall, slim with slight 
curly brown hair and sideburns. 

Police also reminded residents today 
that the “water board” no longer exists 
and genuine officials would always call 
ahead first and have identification. 

Anyone with information or who saw 
anything suspicious in the Hillingford 
Avenue, Tyndale Crescent or Colling- 
wood Drive area is asked to contact the 
police. 

Dc Beebee is on 0345 113 5000. Alter¬ 
natively, call Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 


New service is food for thought 


Hundreds of pension¬ 
ers in Walsall are now 
getting their first taste of 
new lunches after the 
council’s meals on wheels 
service came to an end. 

Walsall Council’s con¬ 
tract with provider 
Sodexo ended last week, 
signalling the start of a 
new scheme which will 
see elderly people visit 
luncheon clubs, make 
private arrangements or 
order food from cafes. 

The Sandwich Box in 
Willenhall is just one of 
the firms which has 
stepped in to serve some 
of the 420 pensioners 
affected. 

Boss Steve Quick said 
25 people had already 
signed up to receive 
meals from his New Road 
company this week and 
staff have been posting 
leaflets through doors to 
gather more interest. 

The company, which 
has been running for 
more than two years and 
has nine staff. 

Mr Quick said: ‘We’ve 
just been inundated with 
calls. We were already 
making 20-70 deliveries 
per day.” 

Residents of St Albans 
Court, in New Street, 
Willenhall, have praised 
The Sandwich Box. 

Grandmother-of-two 
and former meals on 
wheels user Maud 
Cooper, aged 84, has been 
using the firm for more 
than a year. 

She said: “I used meals 
on wheels for two weeks 
and didn’t like it. I get my 
meals delivered on plates 
now.” 



The Sandwich Box manager Caramia Clarke delivers a meal to 
Maud Cooper. 
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£1.8m bill for hi-tech home sensors 


A scheme to install specialist sensors in 
people’s homes - warning of dangers such 
as intruders and gas leaks - will cost more 
than £1.8 million in one year. 

The technology will go into the homes of 
pensioners and disabled people in Walsall. 

Walsall Council will spend £861,737 on 
the scheme this year (2010/11) and NHS 
Walsall £1 million. 

Future sums will be determined each 
and every year after that. Care chief 


Councillor Barbara McCracken, said: 
“This technology is a significant step 
towards a transformation in the quality of 
life for so many Walsall residents. 

“We are talking about a substantial 
investment on behalf of the council and 
NHS Walsall.” 

The technology, which can also detect 
the presence of smoke and water, will 
allow older people and patients with heart 
disease, respiratory illnesses, arthritis 


and dementia to stay in their homes for 
longer. It is hoped it would lead to fewer 
hospital admissions and fewer going into 
homes. 

Councillor McCracken added: “People 
are happiest if they are able to remain in 
their own homes, in familiar surround¬ 
ings, in their own communities. 

“When their health deteriorates, 
however, they may fear this may no longer 
be possible.” 


Order is 
nearing 
the end 

Police in Walsall are 
preparing for the end of a 
dispersal order in the 
town centre. 

The order, which 
allows officers to break 
up groups of two or more 
people if they believe 
there is a risk of anti¬ 
social behaviour, came 
into force in July last 
year and will end on 
January 17. 

When moved on, the 
groups are prohibited 
from going into the town 
centre for up to 24 hours 
on the direction of a 
police officer, and if they 
return they can be 
arrested for breaching 
the order. 

Similar orders have 
been in place across the 
borough, including Dar- 
laston and Alumwell. 

An order is also in 
place on the Mossley 
estate in Bloxwich, 
which will continue until 
May 14 and an order has 
come into force in 
Pheasey until June 22. 


Bridal event 

A bridal fair will be 
held at Banks’s Stadium, 
Walsall on March 2 at the 
Bescot Crescent stadium 
between 6pm and 9pm. 
Admission is free. 


School building makes good progress 


Work on the £22 million scheme at 
Shelfield Community Academy in 
Walsall is well under way despite an 
initial two-week delay. 

The work will involve three-quar¬ 
ters of the academy being rebuilt by 
contractors Kier Education, and the 
finished result will include a grand¬ 
stand, a climbing wall and classrooms. 
Plans are back on track to hand over 
the first phase this year. 

It will also include a “superb” artifi¬ 
cial pitch and a wireless network. 

Pupils and staff will move into half 
of the premises in September, before 
they become fully-operational the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

Phase two will see a major refur¬ 
bishment of part of the existing build¬ 
ings and is due for completion in 
summer 2012, while phase three sees 
the finishing off of the external works 
due at Christmas 2012. 

Principal Bernard Dickenson said 
staff and pupils were “extremely 
impressed” to see that the cold snap 
did not deter the builders at the Broad 
Way site, and have watched in awe as 
the steel structure was erected in the 
snow. 

He said: “We are delighted with the 
speedy progress of the project and 
everyone is very excited to see the 
shape of the new building beginning to 
emerge. 

“At every stage of the development, 
academy staff and students have had 
the chance to be involved in the design 
and there is a genuine excitement 
about the whole project.” 

The project was thrown into limbo 
when the Government axed funding 
from Building Schools for the Future 
projects across the country. But 
although £100m was taken from 
planned revamps at Walsall schools, 
money for Shelfield’s transformation 
was granted. 



Chris Watkins, project manager from Kier Moss, Steve Bull, 
deputy site manager from the school, and Pat Casteleyn, site 
manager from Kier Moss. 
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Shop enjoys sweet taste of success 


Country park could take 18months 


Work to create a new £400,000 country 
park in place of Walsall’s only municipal 
golf course could take up to 18 months. 

The woodland space with picnic areas, 
horse riding and cycling routes is to 
replace The Grange and become a visitor 
attraction within Walsall Arboretum. 

Walsall Council agreed to the revamp of 
the former nine-hole golf course less than 
a month ago with funding from external 
grants. 

However, it is not expec-ted to be com¬ 
pleted until the middle of 2012 and will 


then fit in with the on-going multi-million 
pound transformation of the borough’s 
premier park. 

Walsall Council leader Mike Bird said: 
“We are probably talking about 12 to 18 
months. 

“If we rush it we could get it wrong. It is 
something people are going to be proud of. 
It is an exciting project,” he added. 

Grants of up to £1,800 per hectare are 
available from the Forestry Commission 
and almost £400,000 could be made avail¬ 
able for the project. 


It was announced in the autumn the 
council was looking at creating the 
country park to include new paths at the 
Arboretum Extension. 

The Grange golf course was used by 
13,000 people a year before it closed last 
January amid council cuts. 

Bosses said the green was losing 
£36,000 a year. 

It was originally thought the course 
would be revived by a private firm with 
the council advertising for expressions of 
interest. 


Deal on 
Primark 
delayed 

A multi-million pound 
deal to bring budget 
clothing giant Primark to 
Walsall has been hit by 
delays. 

A contract on a new 
superstore in the town 
centre was due to be 
signed before Christmas. 

But Primark bosses 
say it had still not been 
signed and would not 
give a new contract com¬ 
pletion date. 

The exact location of 
the new store is yet to be 
unveiled - but Walsall’s 
regeneration boss has 
already said Primark 
will play an integral part 
of the £21 million revamp 
of the Old Square shop¬ 
ping centre. 

Primark spokesman 
Geoff Lancaster con¬ 
firmed the deal had not 
yet been signed with 
Threadneedle, the owner 
of the Old Square. 

Regeneration chief 
Councillor Adrian 

Andrew, said such a huge 
deal would take time. 

“This isn’t a small deal, 
we have to be patient,” 
Councillor Andrew said. 

“We have two big 
organisations negotiat¬ 
ing and hopefully the 
outcome will be positive,” 
he added. 


A thriving Walsall 
cake shop wants every¬ 
one to know it is enjoy¬ 
ing the sweet taste of 
success even in the face 
of these tough times. 

Bosses of Fletchers 
Cake Studio Ltd have 
told customers they are 
here to stay in Walsall 
town centre, despite a 
neighbouring business 
closing. 

The adjoining 
Fletchers Foods bakery 
and sandwich shop in 
Stafford Street shut 
suddenly in November 
after trading for about 
70 years. 

The cake studio and 
bakery were originally 
part of the same busi¬ 
ness but were split into 
two with different 
owners around 30 
years ago. 

The four-strong team 
at Fletchers Cake 
Studio which makes 
birthday and wedding 
treats are preparing for 
the Valentine’s Day 
period. 

Kerry Callaghan, a 
manager at the shop, 
said: “There is always a 
demand for celebration 
cakes. 

“We hope to be here 
for another 30 years. 
We have had phone 
calls asking if we are 
still open, but business 
has been the same as 
normal.” 


Baker Jane Handley and manager Kerry Callaghan at Fletchers Cake Studio. 


RAXI * WORCESTER * VAILLANT FERROLI POTTERTON RAXI • WORCESTER • VAILLANT * FERROLI POTTERTON 




GOMBIR.QILIR 

.. ^ 

win** "" CM® 

B**' ^ * C 4 U 9 

1 24KV>‘ * . 

.IS 

.SS 

SUw-' ,UEI 


Bathroom 

Suites 


Ik W 


More Bolors available at Trade Prices 


WC Suite 
Complete 

E9.fi 

be VAT 

All radiators 
available 

I 80. ©OOxSCQnvn 

' £ 18.39 

to VAT 


P Shops Bath 
Bath Panel 
Bath Screen 

1271 

Inc VAT 


1 


r SM 




Ino VAT 


102-103 Walpole Street I Wolverhampton IWV6 OASI01902 422352/4/91 www.wrpm-uk.oom * 

VAXI WORCESTER • VAILLANT FERROLI POTTERTON RAXI - WORCESTER VAILLANT * FERROLI POTTERTON z 


































Walsall’s Largest Independent Furniture Store 


VLSrFURNISHINGS 

VAT held for 1 more week 

Pay a small da posit to sacura your ordar today 


Stockists of Sheitoume Restwell Reposo TCS Lift and 


WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 13 


1 


Soverekpi 

tarllm memory 
4*h bind von set 

OIJLY 

£279.99 


FREE 

Memory Poem 
Pillowe with 
the Venue 
Pocket Spring 
Divan 


W 


m 


Serenity 3000 

_ pochodiHi6rdivQn5f5t 
Wc* £83*09 

SALE PRICE 

£499.99 


Ortho Dekixe 

4ft fin *|ieaa] 

ST ILL ONLY 

£199.99 

Umrledelock 


{ Brittany 

4*h 6 n 4- ri nwe r ri iwi 
W teE299i99 

SALE PRICE 

£249.99 

FREE Memory 
Foam Pi Howe 
wHH Hit 
MMtioty Plus. 
1 600 Pocket 
Memory 


Happy New Year to all customers old and new 


tifctirooiTi ColtctDOj 
h YtfaJnul 


,^rL 50% off 
t j|| display 


**-•> * a - 

^ J L. 4. 


Hi<jh gloe* 
bedroom 
collection in 
Block & lVhrte 

10% off 


i JH+1 

it* with EUcfric 
R«clvtar and 
Lift and Ri** 
fi d n to iim M i 

The Royal Suite 

The very popular eio 

GIRL OtJLY 


iifrwMfWM 
HmtrrmismK 

m Sudbury 

FitcSMte rrotehrg 
Iftamlrsr radnerv 
TIirsuIp oitb wth airy 
' * cotrix ito ito jo r i * «le 


Royal Cabinet 
raiKjee 

10% off 

dnpUiy models 


m D Bedroom 
- I collaction 
in whita 
Top quality 


Celine 3*1*1 
top quelity 
suite with 

25% off 


I J: 


Rio 

bedroom 
collaction 
in oak 


0 


. 




t«| 


RLit land 3+1 +1 
fabric suite 

rtopqiKdtv hires 

Only Cf 499.99 

y\ r Fran aw oepe iro.Ui 
ClSOpersat 

Wendy 3+1+1 
Italian Suite 
top quality at He 
beet, must he 
eoon, great 
value for money 

Larcfe 
»a loot ions 
of easy 
chairs in 
stock 


Hew to Store 
Qetioua Suite 
with 2 Seetor 
Snuggle Char 


f P Hatha n Suite 
Fully Beclaiaig 
Fabric Suite, 
choice of 
- co I ora e 

■ Vjj _ 

Arizona 

3*1 *1 Udi 71 Leather 
| 9uie wth opla d adRfc 
siidi asdocticliftiiid 
Hscraelner choirs a 
mmnJ rodra chats 

Mathan Ail Italai 
L i JE W b e i hike, 

Boat fcalftor tor 2010 . 
Deckk PUclnee 
and LMt and FU*» 
Ctudi* eudldrk 
Cheat Vaiwa 
newt !*♦ teen 


□ 

u 

m 

2 

si 

□ 

$ 

0) 

> 


Over 1C ciUnant mockfc of rioar radii etc h 
dod ♦ mntdwiv ciiWc to gc vdti Hwn 

ft-V 



Nrr:teSlew Ike Bii d»h 
SifUhlor 

ItaU «d tuctic 

FUdn* r * *JI 4 U flea Ul 
WeeCh^-s Fartssdc 
dm * 9*d dieked 
cdaurito c Item tron 


m 

m 

* 


opening HOURS WE CAN REMOVE YOUR OLD SUITE 


Itfluiiliiv-Still ■ ifciv 

HJ.UUnillU.UU nil 
Xianftivy 10 80v**-4 00 |bm 

fflFf rw*c/ntB 

ALL BUS ROUTES TO THIS STORE 

: er at Duses <*te: No. 6,369, 3?0,3BA 
xllajxr.e i:iJ995 sloo ouisce our =toM=» 

































Erdington 


WEDNESBURY 


17 MARKET PLACE, WS10 7AY (WEDNESBURY J9, M6) 

www. bo wjang lesmidlands.co.u k 


Page 14 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 


HEN UTTU INN HITS 

Prices paid on 04/01/11 

Bowjangles 9ct (per gram) €10.30 
Tesco Gold 9ct (per gram) £7.81 


(Source: The Sun Newspaper, page 2, published 4/1 /II) 


Six Ways Island, 

3 Sutton New Road, I 
B23 6TJ 
(rwxt to Big John?) 


BESiTIBUMERSIOFa 


GOLD 


OPEN 

iOMN UN i.OOPil 


9*L..tl 0.30 p* gram 24at._£27.4? par gran 


SILVER 


37 p/gram 


RING FOR DAILY PRICES 

Hitt HpiUtHf 
am Jif jji jjtrf 1 0ias* 


EURO’S 


14*L.tl0.02par yam P „ » .. ^ 42p/gram (minimum) for charm 

10*1. £20.94 p« M001 bracelets and Alberts chains 

.7 par yam FillKruggatand.U 70 Aiy silwarticles hallmarkedar»pric»d p<r piece oooOffflCKMDPORElRO 

“ NOTES AND EVRO COINS 


PLATINUM ■WATCHES 


Him Platinum C2&IM ‘yam 
Thhiiij Ccu(1lnj ‘IJir« iranW Ratinuin Crudbios to 


All RoltK Watches Vented 
All Omega V^tchw Wanted 
All Pocket Witches Wanted 


ANTIQUE ARTICLES WANTED ALSO... 


FOR AMY III FORMATION 
TO DO WITH ft OLD, 
SILVER, PLAT MUM, 
WATCHES AMO AMTIOUSS 
CALL FOR FREE AD ACC. 
HIGHEST PRICES 
ALWAYS 

















WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 15 



a I* arfc» iltlanr *-*l r« I -4 rf ^ia-a fc* 


Fast effective orthodontic treatment 



BEFORE I AFTER 



* r t h v «Kcr o I1I.1 vm. • 

15 of* your dental treatment 

«*• 

V 1 mnuity I be OeiuaJ Pi^clice ;V 
11 iti \ AML JIAS CHAN4JLL) #1 

Teiophonu: 0121 568 4541 VAVw.confdonco2smile.co.uk 
#4 Wills, all KixsO. Slone Cru»>. Vt'tft Brounucb b.'L 3HA 



buying 



selling 

The Midland’s largest 
shop window. 

650,000 potential buyers 
every week. 

Thousands of new items 
for sale every week. 



place your ad 

by phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 8pm Mon - Fri 
8.30am - 1pm Sat 

by email 

my-classified@expressandstar.co.uk 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


in person or by post 

to your local Express & Star 

cancel / amend 

call before 6.30pm Mon-Fri 
for the next days 
advertisement or before 
1 Oam Saturday for 
Mondays advertisement. 


ified 


There’s nothing like it for 
buying end selling 

OI 902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


Distributed FREE to V0,000 homes 

in association with 































Page 16 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 






thechronicle 


Cage opens whole new world 


TI-b New 
Technology 
For 

Repairiiig 
Yoli- Car 
Bodywork 


Wt pa/JK thu ih \pi - Ho? ihe <ai- 

+ Hii«ywwhi vridH 
HHIH 

♦ Eatouc* lb uIm aU 

/ ftnflrittRltFto* 
r -' hfinprttirttt 

r-' tflfet 

r-' hnb 

r-' HaRbEniBi* 
r -' HtRbBltontnbt 
r-' U4V VJW* 
r-- w 

ARA It PiflAiRfl 

r-' 


upto 


an Bodyshap 
oostsl 


liHHV 


REPAIRS 


Vue come to \au\ 


CFT 


+ 4 

I wvwleeri l»r! yen is 

VIAAHI 

01022 625606/ 
07073 531062 


07003 771765/ 
0800 2081155 

htifta^letib 


AA^ftnuN 


Foe* inof'e liifonitstloii 
why not visit oir we bsi te - 
wwwjoWpcaway.oo.ih 


Wednesbury 

kvelinPk 

T: 01215064290 

Mo Mom «xntc*»«c 
SolhiJh Morton < Slate 
CcpaiAry • BaAon 

i friy a jf i ; lXDfYt 


Hi ,iiii>v iti 

Join o ir Gmiiijg’ 
Boutf efH'fio's 
Customer 
See nii tesfrttdnlsai 
miJMl riiH VIH40 \*.t* j K 

Roofohono 

0800 12079209 

«r 01922 400074 


certass 


md 

li»i»nrvi irt wrr*in»ir«*v- • **** IVijkre»*»l 


Director and musician 
Frank dies, aged 84 


Frank Beech - clarinet. 


A Walsall businessman 
and musician has died 
months after undergoing 
triple heart bypass 
surgery. 

Frank Beech, of Bealeys 
Lane, Bloxwich, spent more 
than 30 years as director and 
secretary of family business 
F B Beech & Son in Elmore 
Green Road, near to where 
he grew up. 

The petrol station closed in 
2000, shortly after Mr Beech and 
his younger brother Peter 
retired. 

Mr Beech was well known for 
playing the clarinet and saxo¬ 
phone in Ken Rattenbury’s Band 
during the 1950s, making 


walsallchronicle@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

several live broadcasts from the 
BBC studios in Broad Street, 
Birmingham. 

The self-taught musician, who 
later led his own jazz and dance 
band underwent triple heart 
bypass surgery at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s New Cross Hospital, in 
August last year. 

Discharged 

After he was discharged he 
went to stay with his nephew 
Neil Beech and family, in Old 
Road, Stone, where he died on 
Christmas Eve, aged 84. 

Father-of-three Neil, 50, who 
runs an architects firm with wife 
Jo, said: “He had no children of 


his own but was like a second 
father to us. He was interested in 
so many things. 

He won awards for his music. A 
lot of people in the music world 
said he was the best they had 
come across.” 

Jo, 45, said his death had come 
as a shock and he would be 
deeply missed. 

She said: “He was due to move 
back home and was looking 
forward to it. He was a real gen¬ 
tleman and had a great sense of 
humour.” 

Mr Beech’s nephew Tim Beech, 
46, of Telford, said Frank, who 
never married, was a gifted man 
with a sharp mind. 

His funeral will be at Streetly 
Crematorium on Thursday 
January 13 at 11.30am. 


Visitors to The New Art 
Gallery Walsall will be able 
to explore parallel universes 
through a new project. 

Birmingham-based con¬ 
temporary art group, a.a.s is 
using a 3m cubed structure 
called The Cage for the 
experiment. 

The project gives people 
the chance to take part in 
activities to open portals to 
the “other place” — a space of 
dreams, ideas and the 
future. The project at the 
Gallery Square venue devel¬ 
ops and changes over a two 
week period. 

The first week trains 
people to be able to 
encounter the ‘other place’ 
and plays around with their 
perceptions of Walsall. In 
the second week, partici¬ 
pants will work together, 
finding coincidences in 
everyday occurrences. 

The free event runs until 
January 16. Pre-booking is 
recommended. Email 

aas@aasgroup.net or call Ana Benllock looks at life differently through The 
07806 502726. Cage being exhibited at the New Art Gallery. 
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INCREASE FOR YOU 


fmauMiropffmo 



3 P 

Tmrmnm 


DOOM, FASCIAS * SOFFITS! 




uxlmtedT b 

ff&crz • • 


Walsall 

01922 -130 906 

Slrnlla-d U pa i A'jcn 

01789 270 

Cannock. 

. 01543401 101 

Lea mi noton Spa .. . 

01926 702 

Vlbhieitnni|iton 

01902 489 

Telford... 

.01062 427 

Stafford 

. 01785 31S GP9 

Rugby... 

,01788 211 

Country 

. C03/6S6O 8&J 

K Otter mutter 

01562 539 

Sfind»jflell & Dudley.. 

01384847 123 

Birmingham ... 

0121 568 7 


> fin,-j ** 

5 «**«»' iU 

i.wc 

Jwrrfifl v* I um; IqO 

- 

aiJa or 

•.IldlXIC 

»\3JOt * lltfli - 

U loulou’ fr idd( 

■diJ 

_hhy if fViifcr 


if=- 

JL pule yew. 

1 K>f6ClV 

1 v 4T tffld AW 
Xir u nr 
: it uttjto' 


* Tjkv<V)flUMdYM 
- vxrtrtn ivilmHi 

>ftt Iq 

L t i«-M l«£ J 
' 4aJjl i^«t Ilatii^ah . 

to 

^«trtjrt *»hl 

r til «tu 

S 2 •* t *.vr l|^%2Jvd .1 

m dir t if 

rrtr^ 


- ryrl* c* 

Aar*». ijvJ 
. ntocxlhr had a 
l &utt+r»rjinrt4 
-1 di'i^r rA*n'©ou 
nlly^ nd 4 



GIFT VOUCHER 




lot* deJIgHted *rfth my 

eciYsarrat-ory and wyma d 
Hghty rctiDeTVT\Knd your firlp, 


AAtss &H)tfooBr cl 
WoiY&rhoircicn 


chronicle 


COMPETITION 


Countryside cure for 
those winter blues 


AFTER this harsh winter the ideal tonic would be a 
short break away at a lovely hotel in the countryside - 
and even better if it is free! 

The Chronicles series has teamed up with The Fair- 
water Flead Hotel to offer a full two nights break for two 
in a double room and full breakfast to the value to £520 
for two people with complimentary lunch and dinners 
in the Greenfields Brazzerie. 

Tucked away in peaceful countryside and 
approached down leafy lanes of Hawkchurch - the 
'village of roses' - the Fairwater Head Hotel is on the 
Dorset/Devon border just five miles from Lyme Regis 
and the Jurassic coast - England's first natural World 
Heritage Site which covers 95 miles of truly stunning 
coastline from east Devon to Dorset. 

It is the ideal location for touring or simply relaxing 
in the hotel's award-winning gardens and restaurant. 

Extensive 

All the hotel's light and airy en suite bedrooms have 
views over the hotel's extensive two-acre gardens and 
some look even further over the Axe Valley. All rooms 
have Freeview television, radio, telephone, hairdryer 
and tea and coffee making facilities (with Devon fresh 
milk of course), soft white duvets and Egyptian cotton 
towels. 

The Greenfields Brazzerie gives visitors the chance 
to enjoy the best of Devon and Dorset produce cooked 
by the hotel's award-winning chefs. Only local ingredi¬ 
ents are used to ensure the utmost freshness and 
quality. 

The lucky winners will arrive on Friday evening for 
their fully-inclusive weekend. They will be greeted with 
a complimentary bottle of Champagne and stay in one 
of the top rooms in the Edwardian main house. Also 
included is dinner and wine for Friday and Saturday 
night and lunch for Saturday and Sunday. 



Delightful setting of the Fairwater Head Hotel 


HOW TO ENTER 

To win simply answer the following question 

What is the name of the brazzerie? 

Send your answer to HOTEL COMPETITION, 
Chronicle series 

(editorial), 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES. 

Closing date Thursday, January 20, 2011. 
Usual rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Only one entry 
per household. 

The break is available until June 30 (subject to availability) 
and is for two adults or one adult and one child. 



Sweeping staircase off the reception area 


The spacious dining room 


Norton Aluminium Group Litigation 

65 Residents of Noiton Canes aic in the pioccssof pursuing couit laims 
against Noiton Alum ini urn alleging that they suffer a legal private nuisance 
relating to the odoui; dust and noise they allege they experience from 
Noito n ALu m in i u m J s s itc. 

These residents aie socking damages for the nuisance they allege they have 
experienced in the past; and an injunction to prevent the continuation of the 
alleged nuisance in the future. 

Noiton Aluminium deny that their activities constitute an actionable nuisance 
and stiongly dispute thee laims on a number of grounds. 

The High Couit has oidcied that all claims aie to be considcicd at the same time, 
by way of a Group Lit gation Older. All claims must be icgistcicd with the Lead 
Solic itoiSj H ug h Ja mes by 4 pm on 21 Ja n ua ry 2011 

Fai Lu le to icg istc r by th is date may mean that it wi LL be d iffic u It to r othc r 
icsidcntsto later advance their claim 

If you would like to pursue a court claim please contact: 

Hugh James Solicitors 02920 391113 

oremail at the e nvi ion me ntgrouptf* hMghjames.com. 

Rcgistiation with Hugh James docs not mean that you will automatically 
become a c lai ma nt \b u r c la i m wi ll be i nvestgatod by H u gh Ja mes a nd you wi ll 
be advised as to whether or not it will be in your best intciests 
to join the piococdings. 


The trial will commence during July 2011 
however all claims MUST be registered 
with Hugh James by 21 January 2011 


HUGH JAMES 
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YOUR NEW BODY 



- 




GYMOPHOBICS 

FOR THE BODY YOU ALWAYS WANTED! 



“More than 100.000 women throughout the UK have tned my 30 
minute RT workout and for many it has been a lite changing 
experience Why not make this the year that YOU achieve the 
body you always wanted? 

“Gymophobics instructors are among the friendliest, most 
helpful and best trained in the country They will treat you like 
a VIP on every visit and design you a targeted inch loss 
programme to ensure that you achieve all your goals 

‘You will love tl>e warm and feminine environment and our ait 1 
equipment that makes figure improvement easier than you 
ever thought possible There are no weight machines or 
treadmills to contend with and we make each visit fun! 



Donna Hubbard 

(Founder) 

"Let U.V help )fou 
achieve' the figute 
you deserve ” 


“Even if you hate Gyms, you will love Gymophobics 
Whatever your age or lack of fitness, RT gets results 
FAST Book a visit NOW and find out more*’’ 



AFTER.. 



Call 01922 638038 


to arrange a FREE guest visit 

FIRST 100 NEW MEMBERS GET 
THE FIRST MONTH FREE 


ik $ 




LTymophobics 

^ J ifm 3Q MINUTS WO WI COUT^ 


Improve th« bust, flatten the tummy, 
loo# thoo# : bingo wings' 

Reduce hip and thigh3,trani the vtaiot, 
improve posture end increase energy 



BEFORE. 


www.gymophobics.co.uk 
9 Digbeth. Walsall 
WS1 1QZ 

LADIES ONLY 
35 centres throughout the UK 




BEFORE ^ AFTER 
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for 16-18s starting in 
January 2011 

- Accduriti r>g (SC/M B) ^ ■ Fashion (M P) 


"Accounting (SC/MB) 4 
■Artaud Design (SC) 

■ Business Ad min istretien 
(SC/MB) 

■C Hi Idea re (SC/MB) 

■ Construction (ER/JW) 

■ C ustomer Services (SC/M B) 

■ Engineering /Utilities (JW) 


1 Hairdressing and Beauty 
Therapy (JW) 

1 Horticultuie (SCJ. 

1 Health and Social Care (SC/MB) 

1 Information Technology (SC/MB) 
1 Pie-Uniformed Services (JW) 

1 Sport and Leisute (SC) 
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Interview and 
Assessment pleas* 
contact our Busin* 
Development Te; 


•pen aay 

, * m ** 

at our three mam campuses 


Saturday 15th January 

a...- - 

0845155 0101 / y 

www.bmetc.ac.uk 
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Fund for Ben, 11, has 
now raised £90,000 


walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

A fund set up by a Walsall mother 
after her son was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour has raised £90,000. 

The Ben Sambrook Trust Fund reached 
its fundraising target of £75,000 shortly 
before its three year anniversary in July 
— but it has continued to pull in funds. 

Sharon and Steve Sambrook, fromAldridge, 
launched the fund after their son, now aged 11, 
was diagnosed with a malignant tumour the 
size of a golf ball, aged just eight. 

Cash from Ben’s fund is ploughed into the 
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, the 
UK’s leading charity dedicated to brain 
tumour research. 

The youngster, who is a pupil at Aldridge 
School, had weeks of radiotherapy, months of 
chemotherapy and two operations to remove 
the tumour. Ben has regular scans to ensure 
the cancer has not returned and was given 
another clean bill of health last month. 

Parties 

Mrs Sambrook, aged 41, said: “Ben’s doing 
really well. He’s just happy-go-lucky. He’s 
moved up to secondary school and has made 
lots of new friends. He loves his art.” 

A Robbie Williams tribute evening at Pier 39 
in Sutton Coldfield in June last year raised 
£2,500 for the fund and in March, a series of 
tea parties organised for Brain Tumour Aware¬ 
ness Month raised £2,000. 

Mrs Sambrook added: “A lot of people have 
made a donation instead of sending out Christ¬ 
mas cards. We may do a charity ball next year. 
I would love to hit the £100,000 mark.” 

The mother-of-two, who also has an eight- 
year-old daughter called Emily, has been 
setting up a parent befriending service for dis¬ 
ability charity Scope’s Face 2 Face scheme, set 
to launch in the Sandwell area early next year. 

The scheme offers a network of trained vol¬ 
unteer befrienders who can help parents who 
have had news that their child has a disability. 

Mrs Sambrook added: “I believe in this 
service. I think it will help families who have 
received a diagnosis and are struggling to 
come to terms with it. You go on such an emo¬ 
tional journey and they will be able to talk to 
people who have gone through the same 
thing.” 

Last year Ben was honoured by the Aldridge 
District Lions’ Club for not missing a day of 
school despite weeks of treatment. 


Cooper and Jordan school pupil Ben Sambrook age 10 from Aldridge with his 
mum Sharon. 


thechronicle 
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TRAIN FOR A NEW CAREER? 



CONSTRUCTION 

• Construction Award barvel I 

• Brie Idling Leyd I 

• PlasLarirg Lev^l I 
•VSWI Tiling Level I 

• hunting & Decorating 

• D4Y Home M nntertince 
•Wbmenfc C*Y Course (farrabs only) 


ELECTRICAL 

• EAL CferTlcsOd torDontirfc inroRHar^ fParf P) 

• City & Guild* 2-577 12 PAJ (FbrrftJa Aqp|&r<e 
TertJ n£i 

■ City&G ii I ds 25*1 10 Inepectjoujeeti ng A. 
Ce^ftcatjon of QertrtcaJ in:italla.nori5 

• City fcGiitt* 2582 10 l7Ui EtftiOM IEFXVHU? 
hegiifroortf (B57E7I) 

• City & Guilds 2582*22 l^tli A I7tli Edtoofi ILL 
L^xl'itc Level j (BS767I) 



PLUMBING & <5A$ 


► L3NV3I I Basic Plurrb'ng Ga~tificaba 

► City & Guilds 61 7? Level 2 Plumbing lectin cal Certificate 
* Practical Plunking Foundation 

► Domestic Central Heating (excluding Gse Work) 

>APHC Sanitation arid Drainage (Building Regulation H) 

' BPEC V WFlASVVctter Reflations Training 


♦ BPEC Disinfection of Water Systems 

• BPEC Unvented hfc>tV\fciter 
4 Power Flushing 

♦ BPEC Domestic Natural Gas Foundation 

* BPEC Energy Efficiency (fart L) 

4 ACS Assessment Mrdulas 


WHO WE ARE 

Walsall Training Centre and Walsall Construction Training Centre, in partnership with So uth Staffordshire College, are the 
West Midlands premier Plumbing, Gas, Electrical and Construction Training and Assessment providers: Wa offer a 
corrpnehereive and varied range of training and rarereirent packages to candidates wishing Co attain new; or renew existing 
qualifications within the industry baaed trriining actors; and ultimately enable them to seek, or further their careers within 
their chosen tirde. 


• Our modem,spacious,fully equipped centres have 
ample free parking and are easily accessible by 
read or by public transport from Walsall Town 
Centre, 

• We offer a very competitive pricing policy in 
accordance with todays market and economic 
situation. 



Com? and x?t fo? yomnelf 

OPEN/ENROLMENT DAYS 

Friday 21st and Saturday 22nd January 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS 

01922 612121 


Cutfds 


HR IS 


EDI 




4^ 


K-KISICX 


(iphe EZEU 


Call, 

O I 
612121 


walsalltrainin q 


centre 


Unit C,Fenchurch Close, Birchills House Industrial Estate,Walsall WS2 8LJ 
Email: walsalltraining@btconnect.com Web: www.walsalltraining.com 
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NEXT DAY 
DELIVERY 


All Bedroom Furniture 
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Health bosses’ move put on hold 


A scheme to move health bosses in 
Walsall into new multi-million pound 
offices in Bloxwich has been put on hold 
due to the cuts in public sector spending. 

NHS Walsall is deliberating whether or 
not it can now afford the move. 

The health authority has delayed its 
decision on its relocation into Canalside 
House, a £4.8 million health and activity 
complex. 

The Trust currently shares its Jubilee 


House headquarters with Walsall Ambu¬ 
lance Station. It had hoped to transfer to 
the new premises overlooking the Wyrley 
and Essington Canal near Blakenall. 

Walsall NHS spokesman Peter Mitchell 
said: ‘We still haven’t come to a conclusion 
about whether or not there will be a move. 
Our deliberations over the matter are con¬ 
tinuing.” Trust bosses had hoped to lease 
the ground floor offices at two-storey 
Canalside House after it was built in the 


grounds of the new Stan Ball Centre, 
Abbotts Street. But the future of where 
the PCT’s headquarters will settle hangs 
in the balance. 

The canalside complex was created as 
part of a flagship project by New Horizons, 
previously known as New Deal for Com¬ 
munities. Blakenall ward representative 
and New Horizons board member Council¬ 
lor Ian Robertson said: “It is very impor¬ 
tant that we let out all our properties.” 



Businesses are 
offered support 

Businesses in Walsall are being urged to turn to 
the local council for support and information 
throughout January. 

Walsall Council’s business support team is avail¬ 
able to give advice on grants, loans, training and 
staff development. 

It has already helped local businesses with reloca¬ 
tion grants and start-up grants that have been 
developed through Walsall Partnership and funded 
by the Working Neighbourhood Fund. 

Regeneration chief Councillor Adrian Andrew 
said: “The last 12 months have seen difficult times 
for many businesses nationally and Walsall is no 
exception. These challenging times have also 
created many success stories with businesses 
coming up with exciting, innovative ways to 
develop.” The business support team can be con¬ 
tacted on 01922 653620. 


Plea for watch volunteers 

Police in Walsall are appealing for people to get 
involved in Street Watch schemes. The schemes are 
made up of people with no police powers, but if they 
spot activities such as dog fouling, litter, fly-tipping 
or graffiti, they are asked to report it to police. 
Groups are managed by a co-ordinator who keeps a 
list of the volunteers and provides and support. 

For information call 0345 113 5000. 


News in brief 


Donation 
of photos 

Residents can add 
their own memories of 
Walsall by donating pho¬ 
tographs to an archive 
which is kept for the 
borough to enjoy. 

Walsall Local History 
Centre stores more than 
20,000 images dating 
from the early 1860s to 
the present day. 

There is a vast range of 
black and white photos at 
the centre in Essex 
Street and there is also 
the Jack Haddock Collec¬ 
tion. 


Quiz night 
for charity 

A quiz night will be 
held at a Walsall cricket 
club to help raise cash for 
the Gambia Appeal 
Fund. 

Entry costs £10 per 
team, with a maximum of 
six members. It will be 
held at Pelsall Cricket 
and Sports Club, in 
Walsall Road, Pelsall, on 
February 11 at 7.30pm. 


Dance event 

The Bhangra dance 
event, with live music, 
will be performed at the 
Forest Arts Centre, in 
Hawbush Road, Walsall, 
at 7.30pm on January 19. 


Oak-Wood 01597 
UDGES 811422 

tvp.w odno oiled to.uk 



Ncrvuagian bg cabins situated at IGCOfl 
abovs sea-laval in the 'Heart of Vtetes' 
Fantastic views wrth r^d kitessoaring over¬ 
head Stunning kx;alien and excel tent 
touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. 
All year rouid ava lability 


Wendy Perry, who has opened a new shop Intricut Crafts in Wolverhampton 
after she was made redundant and took a course on starting her own business 


The heartbreak of redundancy had 
a happy ending for Willenhall mother- 
of-three Wendy Perry when she 
opened her own shop in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton city centre. 

“Losing my job was the best thing 
that has ever happened to me,” 
declared the 50-year-old grand¬ 
mother. 

“At first I was devastated by what 
had happened and feared that it 
would wreck my future but then I was 
offered a free 10-week course through 
the Job Centre on starting my own 
business. This inspired me to give it a 


go.” Mrs Perry launched Intricut 
Crafts with a stall at Willenhall 
Indoor Market in November 2009 
after the firm she worked for closed 
down and won a place on the Best of 
Walsall website. 

Now she has taken a 12-month 
lease on a shop at Farmers Fold and 
opened on December 26. 

“The response from customers both 
old and new has been fantastic,” she 
said. 

The shop is open 9.30am to 5pm six 
days a week. It supplies materials 
needed to make greetings cards. 


You Can Trust ^ 



SOME SAY. 

overy little helps 

STIRLINGS SAY. 

We Pay More! 

No Wait, Instant Offer, 

Instant Cash 

Oh and a HIGHER RATE 
than Supermarkets! 

Local Jewellers = 

Best Price, Best Deal 
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Walsall’s Premier Kitchen Facelift Company 

IKT HELD XT 17 . 5 % 

(We pay the difference) 


NO Pushy salesmen 
NO Hidden extras 
fully inclusive pike 
friendly eaperienced staff 
fully insured fitters 
Established local business 


Kitchen Lost It's Sparkle... 
just change the doors 

. SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

• Doors.... 1 rtfdc to meows 

e Additional Units., if reqa/red Marin in Brit&ir 

• Worktops .. /irxd ytwrpc/fl'Ct 

■ Sinks and Taps..- choose yoi/rstvfc 


45 rr&n. «rr> ov 


mu *mt “4i ran 


mv m 


Choose from 100 5 of 


styles and colours 


Vtfww.drcamdoorslld.co.uk 


m 

DREAM DOORS' 1 

irty 

r Jofliuet m 

*«. 9 


Check us out at www.checkatrade com 
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• t,'lnr i « lemon 

H fell 922 455541 

Yi*r rut Wi(u*«nrM. 
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GAA 

Installations Ltd 


Plumbing, Gas & Electrical Contractors 



Fop ALL Your 
Gas, Electrical & 
Plumbing Work 

We Can Help 



Domestic Gas Work (New Installations and Servicing 

Commercial Gas Work 

Landlord Gas Safety Inspections 

All aspects of Domestic and Commercial Plumbing 

Full heating systems and upgrades 

Under Floor Heating design and installation 

Power flushing 

Bathroom / Washroom refits 

Full Kitchen and Appliance installation 

Shower Room / Wet Room installations 

All aspects of Drainage and Sanitation (Below and above ground) 

Blocked Drains and Sewers 

Rainwater Guttering Systems 

Un-Vented Hot Water Systems (Installation and Servicing) 

All Domestic and Commeraal Electrical Systems 


For a FREE no oblgalfon quote, 
please cal 01922 613316 (Bvsintt Hour*) 
or 07967 344444* 07760 763333* 
Put of hours / Emergency call out) 

Email us at 

eaainsta Rations <S>btco nnect.com 
www.eaain3talkttiom.co.uk 



2221M 
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Our 


Best 


Ever 


From the midlands No.l Kitchen Cupboard Door Specialist. 


Why spend thousands on a 
new kitchen when a 
kitchen makeover using 
made to measure Doors 
looks just as effective at a 
fraction of the cost and 
without all the hassle! 


~ _) 




I 


FREE Co 


* 


PLUS: 


* K 

► i\ ^ 

• M. - _. ^ 


FREE Sin 




n>: 


Spend over C500 arid we’ll 
also give you Free worktops or 
appliances to compliment your 
new look kitchen • ask for details 


No one beats our quality... 

And nobody beats our price. Go on, put us to the test! 
Request your Brochure or go on-line today 

mmm os8 7< 

FREE No Obligation Home Quotation Service 

■ Doors "Drawers "Appliances •To| 

im 


CAWCKMOlViJ 360 D JDlEV 013B4 Mi) 045 I SArtDWELL 0121 339 0213 
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thechronicle 


snappers claim to frame 




Part of the old stables on the Cannock extension of the canal at Pelsall. 


This week’s pictures come from one of our regular 
contributors Mr Alex Bailey of Pelsall who has once 
again been out and about in the region capturing 
images with his camera. 



The Factory Wagon, Pelsall Road, Brownhills which has 
now been taken over by Walsall Council. 



A houseboat about to go under the Junction Bridge, Pelsall. 


Snaps of life 
in the borough 

Are you a snazzy snapper, a lord of the lens or diva 
of the digital print? Think you can do better than these 
pictures, if you can why not share your snaps of the 
borough? 

There is no limit on the age or the subject all we ask 
is that they be as sharp and clear as possible and must 
be of reasonable quality for publication and of course 
feature some area or aspect of Walsall and its life. 

Send them in with your, name, address and contact 
number and a brief description of what the picture 
shows. 

Also we would like to hear about any interesting 
tales or stories attached to the photograph. Send 
them in either as a hard copy or electronically and we 
will do the rest. So get those cameras snapping, dig 
out those dusty old albums and send them to: Snap¬ 
pers Claim to Frame, Walsall Chronicle, Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton. WV1 1ES or email them to 
walsallchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk. 



The Acorns off Ryders Hayes, Pelsall. 



FREE ICE CREAM 

WITH EVERY CARVERT! 

Simply bring thi s voucher with you. 



*IB 
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IlisCr»v>N, Aachoi Road, Alii fitly*: 
Tkhsl vmPT 

Td: 01922 451002 



Explore your world with 


star 'A extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

mvw.Qxpf6^^andl>tar.cdrn , st2iroxtrdtravol 

UK trips, Europe by coachv air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further oftald. 

S MHJjn X> yCti by ito 


















































Tiiletries • Tills • Bedding • Curtains • Blinds * Toys * Stationary * Car Products • Nit Curtains aid Mich Mire!! 
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LOCAL DEUVERY AVAILABLE • SAME DAY TAKE AWAY • ALL STOCK BRAND NEW 



DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE A 



Bradford Street, Walsall, WS13QQ * NEW STORE in old Widdy’s Building * = 
OPEN 7 JRSaSEL--.*. 52A Harrison Street, Blixwich WS3 3HW | 

01922 632513 ^01922 407218 § 

m Miww.rockbottomdiscounlxo.uk I f "-*1 Opar l)m-Snt 9au-5.30|ni, Gated Sunday « 

• Tiiletries * Inis * Bedding * Curtains * Blinds • Teys • Stationary * Cat Products * (let Curtains and HnchMore!! 
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www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 


Garage Doors with 
“Bounce Back Ability” 


ABS doers are made from a tough yet flexible 
material commonly used to make car bumpers, 
so when it's knocked, the doer panel flexes then 
bounces back as good as new. 

Fully bonded steel stiffeners at the rear of all 
ABS doers reinforce the panel and help protect 
against forced entry. 

If you are looking for a garage door that's going 
to withstand the knocks and bumps of family life, 
you need look no further than ABS. 


°/c 




f + Free Fitting 
O on orders 
; taken before 
31st JaiM’y 


/ Impact and dent resistant white ABS panels. 

V Easy finish, simply wipe down with a soft cloth 
and warm water. 

V Mufti point locking as standard . 

Ideal tor automation. 

V Matches PVCu windows and doors. 

V Strong lightweight construction weighing 
less than 2/3 of a traditional steel door. 

S UV fast low gloss brilliant white finish 
guaranteed for 10 years. 


fctewl * nt» rrv/wr wr> My * 



SENATOR 


PRESIDENT 


REQAL 



BEDFORD 


mpact resistant white AB 3 
garaga doors whkft cow y 
march to while PVCu doors 
and wtn&ws 

emss ruendtee «n» 
supplied is standard, 

Showroom Address: 

Three Crown* 
Garden Centre 
Sutton Road, Walsall 
WS9 OQH 


Tec 01922 611253 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk 
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lO U/oodlatnls Condi*, Wood Lan*. 
YNNMdull, Y#*l»*ll \irV1 2 SMO 


FREEPHONE 


• Ro» Eati Pfcttll * R*« b«n* r atria* o* 


01922 400344 


389 4718 7XZSX 


Mvg • Km ban* r airta* oimttrnsrfe • Bari pi an mi *11 butt* m luplad 
• IF* RirmB AMUR • F-rrt or buy option n.winhbs on robctad farm * Seri n* vioHi 
•mMM fit M*chl i4»t i Fnodwh; Ml0 ftbfe titntoiis * fiiatnbiln Frome JvrciWi * 


FHLrHUD STAJIHJfTS IISIAliD I't DID PRDffSSlINlr TR4IIED FITTERS 

STOCKISTS OF: Braohs, l.h™* Stonrali. PhtniM «d BbcmLH* 
FREE NONE SUNEYS AID FAST FITTING SBTvICE 

INCLUDING 2 YEARS WARRANTY* 

X)I> MieciKi Stumc or*/ ^5 i KZfZZlX* 




















































Peace of mind 


Page 30 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 

ADVERTISEMENT 

THE VALUE OF PROFESSIONAL AIM) 
TRUSTWORTHY LEGAL ADVICE 

T &« part cou)>k of y mom k>v: a*qa aio** xiid iodix oi^xjiickticow 

a will, dii *<lirtij*kx»**tk>ii 

Of jJtktlA. dli lliaaiA.^yjn<!JCt Of liilXjICijJ jJfAtfrl, JMCi'UiJLft Jl<M:l4f<tfUlbt& 

Tax jukI (xuklciitixl |«ro]ttrt^ 

Hcrt .-kL zt ti* .•> •y.'f;ti-jr.c.%ZL±' ?z» rprJifc*:! to <to oc vi^r-x.i imTulMo*.’ 

WYIrtln ft: j«n* 6 V»t» tiH TU af mvt Aiiiuy ^ftr.vtlaiAi UxaJ ivlvoi 

JrD.y l»ncl t tJ* Of jii'VfrivM^n ftlpd ftiuiziil ill. iJi» loi* wit 

7.xu«£ic Lii* <rr«jt«j t«4jV.x fcta.tai«5 iankcivi. pcpu*ls4. 

tgr c*» 

cuncl UwtodooflCttt 

bi]W/Ua» 

7I*j VNIIn 7a« ta'A Umx 

CS I.U M.FJ I Vim • LIP lit. Wni’ilU 
A*.v. :v*vLr^ ,v«« to- li*» 

Yfcxtal Qfiirafivju^r Ts •»« 13ft 

jyuuo All v*»i.i*o.i oftli.* Imua 

Liw rsicjuto coal 

«1 tewUi^*, e*\ vail aii 

o Metal ’ftiJlritco* to Ul» 

EllaiV'ylaUfj 

_( V# t«run ci>j I 

r:mp fttasfe <* tv*Hh c«l 

fc’ ftl* <uvl Ad AFT. 

(AAOtaUdi «f CM/lMltf(nV 
7i\v4 gui l RvIaW 

Tl+rv* tti'fevet »i1Lk' 

S'"* Coircia k’.tistA VkuaLW, 

Kro«n Dillii^tcu. w T«i4 a*L 
Hoc a, ni Lwii E^iUu' LLP «ji 
«*10*4 1005^, <9 rrot iL* 
nawiVj v»Urti ftt 

WWYJBQaM>ft pa 4M* i eo aA fto 
uttkiAboitoc.. Hm.vi *Tr.xfc.* 
m>h tav -tYuk eta 


inoch evans llp 


XklKK X MXUJ I'.JU 



PUOVIINNQ PIMBMML LEGAL AMICE 

FOR IVIR126 YEIIS 


(nxf (mtu^pe^d) frVMdMu. a^MMitat »*« 
» jr.AU*.tr k.j*l iOUqi a i* «i u! rulctx liJilli*. 

wxu 

u:rv*c imati; nr «rrcfiHrr 
oavnsiips 
<0> I > MtJItUiW 
tftANLUl U»K I 

•iJnafNM. 

x*>*c«•*)»*%•)««»At: u n* ihihm.* i> 

■ " M 1 '• • 

Dp hi 

b*4l4ll>Ull*ilkMUl U< tVMXtlMIUU^I 

«P-AP 4- vm 


Where there’s a will, then 
there is most likely a way 



Ensure that your wishes are followed by creating a legally binding will 


A WILL is a legal doc¬ 
ument which 
ensures that 
persons whom you 
intend to benefit actually 
do benefit upon your 
death. 

It allows you to give specific 
instructions as to what you 
want to happen to your estate 
(for example your money, 
property and other personal 
possessions) upon your 
death. 

If you die without a will (intes¬ 
tate), your estate will be distrib¬ 
uted in accordance with strict 
rules of law. 

Estate 

This may not necessarily reflect 
your individual wishes or intentions 
and may leave a trail of misery and 
potential conflict. 

The rules of law relating to the distribu¬ 
tion of your estate if you die without having 
made a will dictate who will administer your 
estate and who will benefit (and to what 
extent they will benefit) from it. 

For example, if you are survived by a 
spouse or civil partner and children, the 
spouse will receive your personal posses¬ 
sions, a sum of £250,000 and the right to 
receive the income from half of the remain¬ 
ing estate. 

The other half will pass to the children 
immediately. 

You may have wished for your spouse or 
civil partner to have inherited most of your 
estate, if not the whole, in order for him/her 
to maintain their usual standard of living 
and be adequately provided for. 

Further, if the estate is large enough, it is 
possible for an inheritance tax liability to 
arise since part of the estate passes to the 
children who, unlike the spouse or civil 
partner, are not exempt for inheritance tax 
purposes. 


The rules make provision to provide for 
other relatives who may benefit from the 
estate such as parents, brothers and 
sisters of the whole blood, brothers and 
sisters of the half blood, grandparents and 
even aunts and uncles. 

If you are not survived by any blood rela¬ 
tion, the law is at a loss and so provides that 
your property passes to the Crown, Duchy 
of Lancaster or Duchy of Cornwall. It must 
be noted that these rules do not make any 
provision for a cohabitee to benefit. 

Personal 

How often do we hear people say that 
they do not need to make a will as they feel 
they do not have much to give? 

None of us know what we are going to be 
worth when we die but most of us have a 
house and some personal possessions; by 
making a will, you can ensure that both 
your home and personal possessions are 
inherited by people who you wish, thus 
avoiding conflict and arguments upon your 
death. Have you ever considered what will 


happen to your children if they are minors 
and lose both their parents? 

By making a will, you can ensure that 
they are in safe hands by appointing legal 
guardians for them. This is not a provision 
that the rules of law, if you die without 
making a will, cater for. 

By simply making a will, you can also 
ensure that the administration of your 
estate and any trusts arising therefrom is 
handled by a person (or persons) of your 
choice whom you can trust and is capable 
of shouldering the responsibility. 

Otherwise, the law will dictate who is 
entitled to administer your estate. 

A properly drafted will is the way to 
finding security, reassurance and peace of 
mind and ensure that your family members 
receive what you want them to have upon 
your death and, depending upon your cir¬ 
cumstances, it could also be used to miti¬ 
gate any potential inheritance tax liability. 

Most importantly, you stay in control 
making decisions which affect your finan¬ 
cial and family circumstances. 



100?* compensation paid directly to you 

NO WIN NO FEE - you pay nothing 

Quirk and easy process 
to register your claim 
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Directing funeral plans 
to meet family wishes 



A funeral director will help you through all the necessary arrangements 


A funeral director tailors 
a service to meet the 
family’s wishes and to 
comply with the law. 

To follow is a guide to the kind 
of support and range of services 
you can expect from your 
chosen funeral director. 

After discussing your require¬ 
ments, the funeral director will take 
detailed instructions concerning the 
services and facilities to be provided 
and then act to ensure the funeral is 
dignified and that all aspects are 
delivered to the highest professional 
standards. 

It is important to emphasise that 
the services outlined below will not 
always be provided automatically 
and this list is by no means exhaus¬ 
tive but, typically, funeral directors 
will: 

• Arrange a date and time for the 
funeral, according to your instruc¬ 
tions. The funeral director will contact 
the church, cemetery or crematorium 
and/or the person who will be con¬ 
ducting the service, to arrange a 
mutually convenient date and time. 

• Provide facilities for viewing of 
the deceased prior to the funeral, 
according to the family’s wishes. 

• Provide the necessary vehicles and 
staff to conduct the funeral with dignity and 
professionalism, in accordance with your 
instructions. 

• Deal with all necessary paperwork to 
enable burial or cremation to take place. 

• Place death notices in local and/or 
national newspapers. 

• Arrange for catering at a venue of your 
choice following the funeral. 

• Make arrangements for the subse¬ 
quent disposal of the remains following a 
cremation. 

• Arrange special musical requests for 
the funeral service, such as a soloist, piper 
or choir. 

• Liaise with the officiant to provide order 


of service sheets at the funeral service. 

• Record the names of those attending 
the funeral in order to provide you with a list 
afterwards. 

• Order floral tributes on behalf of the 
deceased’s family and/or friends and col¬ 
leagues. 

• Accept and care for floral tributes 
delivered to their premises prior to the 
funeral. 

• Accept donations for a nominated 
charity in lieu of flowers on your behalf, pro¬ 
viding the family with a list of those who 
have donated after the funeral. 

• Arrange for transfer of either the 
deceased or the cremated remains to 
another area of the country, or repatriation 
overseas, for a subsequent funeral or dis¬ 


posal, in accordance with your wishes. 

• Provide advice and transport to assist 
with the registration of the death. Please be 
aware that funeral directors cannot register 
a death - this is something which must be 
done by a family member or person closely 
connected with the deceased. 

• Supply obituary cards or ‘thank you’ 
cards for use by the family following the 
funeral service. 

• Place “thank you” and acknowledge¬ 
ment notices, or obituary notices in local 
newspapers following the funeral. 

• Provide information on how to arrange 
a pre-paid funeral plan. 

• Offer a choice of coffins and caskets to 
suit a range of budgets and individual 
choice. 



fiumtott 

jftmeral ©(rectors 


An Independent Family Business 
Dedicated to Service 


• Elegant Chapels Of Rest 

• Monumental Masonry Service 

• Dignified, Personal Service 

• Advice on prepaid funerals 



GOLDEN 

CHARTER 

Fr:KT;T!AJ_ flanej 


Arrangements can be made in 
the privacy of your own home 


Wolverhampton (01902) 732100 - 24 hours 
Wolverhampton (01902) 744444 - 24 hours 
Walsall (01922) 496800 - 24 hours 

83 Westcroft Avenue, Bushbuiy, Wolverhampton WV10 8LN 
17 School Road, Tettenhall Wood, Wolveihampton WV6 8EN 
877 Btoxwich Road, Leamoie, Walsall WS3 2BD 
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ARBORETUM 
NURSING HOME 

and 

DAY CARE CENTRE 


Forest Lane* Walsall* 
\VS2 7AF 

* Palliative Care * Day Care 
# Respite Care * Holidays 
• Convalescent Care 
• Physiotherapy 
• Close to Local Shops 

Call for Vacancies 

01922 OTG-Nwsiij Me 
01922 74040-Daycaut 


New Inn Motel 
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Weekly Special 
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Peace of mind 


Dealing with loss 
is a slow process 



Bereavement counselling helps many people come to terms with loss 


B ereavement is a dis¬ 
tressing but common 
experience. Sooner or 
later most of us will suffer 
the death of someone we 
love. 

Yet in our everyday life we think 
and talk about death very little. 

We grieve after any sort of loss, but 
most powerfully after the death of 
someone we love. 

It is not just one feeling, but a whole suc¬ 
cession of feelings, which take a while to 
get through and which cannot be hurried. 

In the few hours or days following the 
death of a close relative or friend, most 
people feel simply stunned, as though they 
cannot believe it has actually happened. 
They may feel like this even if the death has 
been expected. 

This sense of emotional numbness can 
be a help in getting through all the impor¬ 
tant practical arrangements that have to be 
made, such as getting in touch with rela¬ 
tives and organising the funeral. However, 
this feeling of unreality may become a 
problem if it goes on too long. Seeing the 
body of the dead person may, for some, be 
an important way of beginning to overcome 
this. 

Similarly, for many people, the funeral or 
memorial service is an occasion when the 
reality of what has happened really starts to 
sink in. It may be distressing to see the 
body or attend the funeral, but these are 
ways of saying goodbye to those we love. 
At the time, these things may seem too 
painful to go through and so are not done. 
However, this can lead to a sense of deep 
regret in future years. 

Soon though, this numbness disappears 
and may be replaced by a dreadful sense of 
agitation, of pining or yearning for the dead 
person. There is a feeling of wanting 
somehow to find them, even though this is 
clearly impossible. This makes it difficult to 
relax or concentrate and it may be difficult 


to sleep properly. Dreams can be very 
upsetting. 

Some people feel that they ‘see’ their 
loved one everywhere they go -in the 
street, the park, around the house, any¬ 
where they had spent time together. 

Painful 

People often feel very angry at this time - 
towards doctors and nurses who were 
unable to prevent the death, towards 
friends and relatives who did not do 
enough, or even towards the person who 
has, by dying, left them. 

Another common feeling is guilt. People 
find themselves going over in their minds all 
the things they would have liked to have 
said or done. They may even consider what 
they could have done differently that might 
have prevented the death. Of course, death 
is usually beyond anyone’s control and a 
bereaved person may need to be reminded 
of this. 

Some people may feel guilty if they feel 
relieved that their loved one has died after 
a painful or distressing illness. This feeling 
of relief is natural, understandable and very 


common. This state of agitation is usually 
strongest about two weeks after the death, 
but is soon followed by quiet sadness or 
withdrawal, depression and silence. These 
sudden changes of emotion can be con¬ 
fusing to friends or relatives, but are part of 
the normal process of grief. 

Other people may find it difficult to 
understand or be embarrassed when the 
bereaved person suddenly bursts into 
tears for no obvious reason. At this stage it 
may be tempting to keep away from other 
people who do not fully understand or 
share the grief. However, avoiding others 
can store up trouble for the future. 

During this time, it may appear to others 
as though the bereaved person is spending 
a lot of time just sitting, doing nothing. 

In fact, they are usually thinking about 
the person they have lost, going over again 
and again both the good times and the bad. 

This is a quiet, but essential part of 
coming to terms with the death. 

As time passes, the fierce pain of early 
bereavement begins to fade. The depres¬ 
sion lessens and it is possible to think 
about other things. 


Nominate Your Walsall 



©if iffla® Y®anr 201 © 


Do yc4j wait to nominate adoctoc nurse o* other tealth worker fe* an swa<tP The Walsall Cornmurity Health Worker of theyaar Award & 
open fot rciftiinstom for health worker - including administrstcroand re<epd ends - working in the Wabdl community Th&incLides GPc> deitets, 
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h o^ita I string lb nominate someone you need to giue their nacne, the reason for your nomination, and your own contort details. 

1 nominate:_ 

Because_ 


Your name_Youc contact detait_ 

iftc. ti* i.** *»*;*•< 1/ irMihtfafezyow,'OiiniM^ 

Nominations by 12 noon 28 January 2011 

Mail to: Linda Taylor NHSWSball 27 - 31 Lichfield House- Lichfield stneet w&ball WSl 11E or email Iincla.taybr4hivalsal.nhs.uk 
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BANISH THE BLUR 

BUT KEEP YOUR CASH! 


£2.99 


* 

\ 


£4.99 




£9.99 



lenses 


from 


£19.99 



£9.99 

varifocals 

k44.99 


Exactly th« sam« quality as 
any High Street optician 
but at a fraction of th« price 


from 


SPECIAL OFFER 

&uv AKY pnirof <;pnrs and grrt a 
COMPLETE second p 4 ir frOtil jisSt 



Dozens More Styles At These Prices] 
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FREE SPECS 
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indudinq varifocals 
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ID a Broadway 
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Direct 


Specs 


LVIUftF SPiCS COST UXS' 


NHS 


Waisall 

Give yourself another chance 


0345 2450786 


to stop smoking 

Most people try to stop smoking aft least four or five times before they succeed. 

Our free NHS help and support can make all the difference. 

You're up to four times more likely to succeed if you goto your local NHS stop smoking service and use Nicotine Replacement 
Therapy (NRT) than by using willpower alone. 

This yean for the first time, the NHS Quit Kit offers a week's free trial of Nicotine Replacement Therapy patches (NRT) - available 
from participating pharmacies only. 

Call our new advice line - 0345 2450786 - as the first step. 

Our advisors wi 11 be able to gu ide you to the service that su its you best from a choice of more than 100 locations across Walsal I. 














FREE 

Hearing 

Screening 

How's your hearing? 

Find out 
Friday 21st 
January 

at 

dp THE HEARING COMPANY 

3-4 Butlers Precinct, Walsall 
(Behind the newTesco, facing the Bus Station) 

Tel: 01922 645 580 
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Second album 21 
could be key to 
door of success 


Tune in to the second 
preliminary round of 
Dancing on Ice - page XXX 


YOUR EIGHT-PAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
GUIDE AND WEEK’S 
TV VIEWING 


LAST year ended on a 
high for Adele with the 22- 
year-old singer from north 
London returning with the 
soulful single Rolling In The 
Deep and giving excep¬ 
tional televised perform¬ 
ances at the Royal Variety 
Show and on Later with 
Jools Holland. 

A graduate of Croydon's Brit 
School, the soul songstress hit 
the big time early in 2008 with 
her single Chasing Pavements 
and debut album 19. 

This month she releases her 
second album, 21, the age she 
was when she wrote most of 
the songs, and will come to 
Birmingham in April as part of 
her European tour. 


On the new album, she said: 
“It’s taken a while and it 
knocked me for six when 
writing it. It’s different from 19, 
it’s about the same things but 
in a different light. 

Changes 

“I deal with things differently 
now. I’m more patient, more 
honest, more forgiving and 
more aware of my own flaws, 
habits and principles. Some¬ 
thing that comes with age I 
think. So fittingly this record is 
called 21. 

“The whole reason I called 
my first album 19 was about 
cataloging what happened to 
me then and who I was then, 


like a photo album you see the 
progression and changes in a 
person throughout the years. 

“I tried to think of other 
album titles but couldn’t come 
up with anything that repre¬ 
sented the album properly, I 
kept swerving 21 thinking it 
was obvious. But why not be 
obvious?" 

21 is released on January 24 
and was recorded in Malibu 
with legendary producer Rick 
Rubin and in London with Flo¬ 
rence and the Machine and 
Plan B producer Paul Epworth. 

Adele will be in concert at 
the HMV Institute in Digbeth, 
Birmingham, on Monday, April 
18. 



Smoke Fairies cast a spell of their 
own - page 37 


Bluntly speaking, No Tears heralds 
a fresh start for the birthday boy 


JAMES Blunt has put introspec¬ 
tion on the back burner and sees 
his third album, Some Kind of 
Trouble, as an upbeat fresh new 
start. 

He will have extra reason to celebrate 
at his concert in Wolverhampton on 
February 22, it's his 37th birthday. 

The singer-songwriter and Sandhurst 
graduate found superstardom thanks to 
his hugely successful songs You're 
Beautiful and Goodbye My Lover from 
his 2004 debut album Back to Bedlam, 
which went on to become one of the 


biggest selling albums of the decade in 
the UK. 

His second album, 2007's All The Lost 
Souls, topped the charts in 10 countries 
and sold five million copies, yielding the 
hits 1973 and Carry You Home. 

The latest album, released late last 
year is described by the former Life 
Guards officer from Wiltshire as “spon¬ 
taneous”. He said of the recording in 
London: “Previously I would write a 
song and we'd go and record it later. 

This time it was very much ‘come in with 
nothing’. There was a sense of energy 
and excitement.” 


That doesn't mean the album is 
scared to tackle heavy topics. The 
album's anchor is No Tears, a “summing 
up of life”. 

He added: "There are certain songs 
along the way that are milestones. 
Goodbye My Lover was that song on 
the first album, Same Mistake was from 
the second. No Tears is my milestone on 
this album.” 

The latest single from the album, So 
Far Gone, was released earlier this 
month and James Blunt will be in 
concert at Wolverhampton Civic Hall on 
Tuesday, February 22. 



Birthday concert date for Blunt at the Civic 
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Smoke Fairies cast 
a spell of their own 

THE HAUNTING sound of the Smoke Fairies will be 
heard at Birmingham's Glee Club next Wednesday (19). 

Best friends Katherine Blamire and Jessica Davies grew 
up in the quiet Sussex cathedral city of Chichester where 
they first started playing music as 13-year-olds, after 
finding guitars stashed away in cupboards at their respec¬ 
tive family homes and discovering Jessica's mum's collec¬ 
tion of 1970s vinyl. 

The result was that whilst their friends were listening to 
Britpop, Katherine and Jessica were listening to Crosby, 
Stills, Nash and Young. Studies took them to America, 
where New Orleans cast a music spell over the pair. Then 
came their first visit to Sidmouth Folk Festival, where they 
discovered British folk music in all its variety. 

The duo's distinctive blend of blues and folk has cast a 
spell of its own over many who have heard them, including 
celebrity fans Jack White (of The White Stripes) and 
Richard Hawley, who have both championed and recorded 
with the Smoke Fairies. 

Their debut album Through Low Light And Trees is out 
now and the pair play the Glee, in the Arcadian Centre, on 
Wednesday. Tickets cost £7 in advance. Call 0871 472 
0400 or visit www.glee.co.uk 



The Smoke Fairies are best friends and grew up together 



e Three Phantoms (from left) Mathew 
Cammelle, John Owen-Jones and Earl 
Carpenter (also pictured as The Phantom) 

I (Main picture by Rita Michelberger © Ginger Boy Pro¬ 
ductions Limited 2010; inset picture by Clive Barda) 

Phantoms join forces 

THREE West End regulars who have each played the 
Phantom of the Opera will be getting together at Birming¬ 
ham Hippodrome for a one-off concert of 'Phantastic' 
music which will include songs from other well-known 
shows. 

The Three Phantoms on February 20, stars John Owen- 
Jones, Earl Carpenter and Matthew Cammelle. Owen- 
Jones and Carpenter are returning to the Hippodrome 
after playing the roles of Jean Valjean and Javert in Les 
Miserables at the Birmingham theatre last year, as part of 
the blockbuster show’s 25th anniversary tour. Cammelle 
currently stars in the international tour of Mamma Mia. 

They will be joined by the Concert Philharmonic 
Orchestra, dancers and special guest Rebecca Caine, 
who played Christine opposite Michael Crawford's origi¬ 
nal Phantom. Fortickets (£29.50-£35) call 0844 338 5000. 


Final curtain as 
Rep on the move 


THE FINAL curtain has descended 
upon Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
for the next two years, with the iconic 
building in Centenary Square being 
absorbed into the massive new city 
library project on which work will con¬ 
tinue into 2012. 

But the Rep is far from dead, instead 
the company is embarking upon its 
first ever off-site programme, moving 
from venue to venue across the city. 

Revival 

Venues to host Rep productions will 
include The Crescent, in Sheepcote 
Street; the New Alexandra Theatre; 
The ICC on Broad Street; The Old Rep 
on Station Street; and the Mac at 
Cannon Hill Park; among others. 

Highlights will include The Wiz (June 
10-18), a revival of Broadway's soulful 
take on The Wizard of Oz; Oscar 
Wilde's The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Sep 9-Oct 22); Tom Stop¬ 


pard's Travesties (Sep 17-Oct 22); and 
next festive season's shows, Sleeping 
Beauty, a fresh non-panto look at the 
classic fairytale, and Ramond Briggs' 
The Snowman. 

The Rep's first off-site production is 
Kenny Baraka's musical post-apoca¬ 
lyptic tale The Rememberers. It will be 
held in a warehouse at the AE Harris 
Building in Birmingham's Jewellery 
Quarter from February 4-19. Contact 
the box office on 0121 236 4455. 

Meanwhile, two of the big shows of 
the festive season carry on with 
Christopher Biggins and Paul Zerdin in 
Aladdin at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
and Joan Collins with Julian Clary in 
Dick Whittington at Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome. Both are on until January 30. 

Over in Stratford,Tim Minchin and 
the Royal Shakespeare Company's 
new musical version of Roald Dalh's 
Matilda runs until the end of this 
month. 


Chance to relive 
all those special 
Disney memories 

IN an original story, Disney On Ice presents a 
Disneyland Adventure inviting audiences to re-live 
their fondest Disneyland memories, as they join 
favourite characters and classic villains on a 
colourful and exciting vacation to the theme park. 

It runs at Birmingham’s LG Arena on February 
23-27 and features an array of favourite Disney 
characters, including Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
Mouse, Donald, Goofy, Pluto, Baloo, Disney 
Princesses Snow White and Cinderella, Stitch, 
Disney/Pixar’sThelncrediblesand Buzz Lightyear. 

In this spectacular production, the “Fabs” — 
Mickey, Minnie, Donald, Daisy, Goofy and Pluto - 
decide to take a vacation of their own and enjoy 
Disney’s most popular theme park attractions. 

Donald and Goofy attempt to join in the fun, 
resulting in a series of comical mishaps. But it’s no 
laughing matter when the evil fairy Maleficent 
shows up to spoil the fun, and Mickey must enlist 
The Incredibles to help save the day! 

Tickets are available now through www.thetick- 
etfactory.com and priced at £13 to £35 plus 
booking and transaction fees. Call the ticket 
hotline now on 0844 338 8000. 

• Look out in the Chronicles (Jan 27) as we will 
we running a competition to win family tickets. 



• Eminem, Rihanna 
and Arctic Monkeys are 
rumoured to be among 
the line-up for this year’s 
V Festival. The US stars 
and Arctic Monkeys have 
been linked to the festi¬ 
val, which will take place 
at Staffordshire’s Weston 
Park and at Chelmsford 
on August 21 and 22. 


• A new guide has been 
launched detailing a 
packed programme of 
events lined up in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

The latest edition of the 
city’s What’s On Where 
guide lists more than 300 
events and activities lined 
up in January, February 
and March. 
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star extraTRAVEL 

Andre 
Rieu 

and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 



FROM 


£165 


Wednesday, April 20 
at the 02 Arena, London 

Includes: 

• Overnight accommodation 

• Continental breakfast 

• A seated ticket (upgrades available) 

• Return coach transfers in London 

• A visit to central London 

• Services of a tour representative 
Single room supplement £25 

Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


The Waltz King of Europe is 
returning to the UK in 2011 with 
his orchestra to perform in con¬ 
cert at the 02 Arena, London. 

Andre Rieu, one of the world’s 
greatest living musical legends was 
born in Maastrict Holland and 
classically trained. He is now an 
accomplished violinist, an excellent 
conductor and great showman. 

Andre brings the most delightful 
and innovative approach to his 
concerts, recreating the atmosphere 
of 19th century Viennese dance halls, 
accompanied by the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra, choir and soloists. 

You will hear music from his first 
album ‘Strauss & Co’ to his latest 
release, ‘Moonlight Serenade’ 

- it is a wonderful experience, not to 
be missed. 


Fora brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm), email 
starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) 
or book online go to www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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How Tim went all of a Twitter 



Four singers who recorded for Tim Prottey-Jones, from left: Rachel Tucker, Samantha Barks, Jessie Buckley and Colleen Ballinger 



Former music student Tim 
Prottey-Jones tells LEON 
BURAKOWSKI how a 
number of rising singing 
stars helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old who is gaining a reputation as an 
exceptional jazz singer while also studying at 
RADA. 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 


schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 
recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 


duction of Flashdance The Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 
and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and After The Turn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 
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Ol 922 627686 

fjr vCAt i TtJ l-w nlMw Lf Oil J 4ifl/Kwv*w>jJwuk 
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60 High Road, Lane Head, WlllenhaH Tel: (01902) 367 367 
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nor?, in r>c tfjtsoll ^*wl 
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Oelcutoof oil ou properti» 8 Gf 9 r 

ag*aihWeoiYOur'.^bste L 

Dauldubberley 

/ Call Willenhall Branch on 

f 01902 633323 

www. pau Idu bbe rley.co. uk 

the estate agent 

or g> ml *ai ibtarlGu eo uk 



• ^ 1 *£ ooo ^ y\ S35o 

» I ^»vW m«h i*rf w»m 1 I .*VV | —•♦* *f v,WV 


H £104.«30 


£SS.*W 


ft ft MafeM* 

• i i«•-« -♦ i • n ♦♦« ■***• t *. »«■ i luxe 

»«»1< 


£85.000 







». iiki) ilu. >>pwn< I i< iM* ^ >i k.Uju i^awNIHKILNII 

fUatfOtu^L'Ai ct3,«8o ,'5S.«e,«5 



sSs 55SET awTe&P' 


«Ml| «*»- jui. 


£34.930 


ISrSPRIWUlw £95000 


*£^4.930 



HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR CUENTS 
OLD AND NEW 

IF YOU ARE THINKING CF SELLING IN 
2011 INSTRUCT US IN JANUARY FOR 
SPECIAL OFFER ON SALES FEES 

AS DUE TOUGH DEMAND 
MORE PROPERTIES URGENTLY 
REQUIRED WITH BUYERS WAITING IN 

WILLENHAIi, WALSALL 
AND WEDNESFIELD AREAS 


CALL NOW FOR FREE VALUATION 



sarratfiis-j*. Cl 14,993 


• -ft* I -• ++ w ft***r -«*, * 
||U«|.'.1- i..Um< ft|»«M*\L«ft 
ft» «>»^»pg ))«<V>MIIWT1II *4 

SS^ igi'SfwM C39J»9» | 
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sara^HBEar 


vwRWfM8" 0 *^piyra“ 
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»• »■•» r.*| « «• « c-.» »J •• .»«••««*. It »M 

M“"P'I fftH" 


£89995 £173995 /w?,£129950 ZZR&AJ™ £122.500 SXTTiiKW £133,993 Z2K&+'Jm* £109,333 

ft SSSEE^ft 
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ontk ^4VMOi.u r»^ ftvi ni<i^ f ia<s avi n a*i- ewey*. 

W iWyVW *<»«| «^ftf » > 'r><yW fc I +*u» g ot +* o J»-i_ ft 1 
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WS32EX 

01022 7H444 
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Goodchilds 

fi*ULc Agents A. I .tilings 







l)w^ Fo<\cl Rotd 
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• "o-' k «*• r«neo»>* 
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M7* PCM 







Harrison Street 


5 ton .7 tell 
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*>r,»Hrr.w Cr^ 

♦ t* • -4*1..- 4«- .W i C. 

j «♦ **rw » n t<n»j 

• •I'T* tir-~.fi* 

MO POf.l 





View properties online www,goodchilds-jk,com 

Call for your Free Valuation 


We have offices Iru 

* Brownhllls 

* Cannock 

* Great Barr 


- Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

« Stafford 

• Sutton Coldfield 


• Tamworth 

• Wednesbcry 

• Wolverhampton 

• Walsall 

































































































Page 46 WALSALL CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 



Willenhall 
01902 €31151 

Wednesfleld 

01902 732324 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 

0121 505 1818 

Bllston 

01902 353578 
Scdglcy 

01902 686868 


(& rightmove COlI *t 

\ ^ ftw 1 tm mM+m 
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a 


rightmove^T') 


i -i 

:asi- 


•“ :raj= 


Willen ha II 
01902 631151 

Wed nestle Id 

01902 732324 

Tipton 

0121 520 2255 

Wednesbury 

0121 505 1818 

Bllston 

01902 353578 
Sedgley 

01902 686868 


“-*1—" '' 


We have two genuine bnyeis 
Nigently needing a four bedroom 
property in Essinglon. Both at* 
able to proceed immediately 
with a price guide 
up to £275,000. 

If you are thinking of selling now 
or in the near future, please 
contact us in confidence. 

Wltenhalt Bar; Wiliams (Partner) 

01902 031151 


WednesieM: Clair Aldrn (Branch 
fdhraflcr)- 01902 782324 



a Z~- 4* 


_ 1' li"’ 

£ * 

B 

9 i 


I I Cm t ml aqttf d a g 

k Umu* mnmv **< kUMW UnMia 

< rbnwtrm rti*itiw»]Mir 


vg«uc&w '*Jm 

. <*04 ,*+tm m--,m yaltA^Ui JOlUnJi^^ 
■t umH 

OHTJOr^ ^ 
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Urn, YUM >41 



T‘*i tHlrwirnJetJCtal fiiMDRov 
aibHted cii nu|iiflar Mil lov tr< 
tteTwnOaiteaU ImiCpDrtllfte 
PuMlI 4 to extotal aitjwl t 
pfnrviq cframts. 


U*u»W lUdi.* 



Allies bedicomwin 'firtijmlltMne 


oorniiwiijIcutLe. iltiij *>Mn 
•1 till r ctat; do n l -v vn mil 

li^imin aeirlliyfumcsitPl 

it^rtno it «1 itntdr t j tItli 


Mrmlhwr^ fcwMHIMiell 



Four v-*1rr c-n i + till*iino ut. Q 
dfiAillfl l IM nil I H^OImI *1 

qipnatttteqiice nulliMon 
gtfei.Ts* l di urn*, row nrjtoir 
ooiiiwiibtonlQaiw 


ArwiMthHI^ 



A lo|i Id oi Mcaitfte Jti il«l c<i o 
iui|Mi(irdCTBloprwttcime Q> 

tnt^itlirlx andPimiifiBB 
«»• I'f >:A IU IC* • ILW >: I . 

ft'ttimin JlJ WI !|J tk n 





'.fit JM 3ct»^| fir rri^ap: jtella* 
r 4t*f »l I J ' tH* afflOULIjOc«tl» jtsw 

ivopfQ RvIfeniftiliiirtM ink 

(flltt HMttlUlOlIV 

1 »J MM l*lj« III M.ltt 'J< il 

atoditltn |djc« 


■ - ^ niit. ri.firt lUiAfii 

MilH« pi VnMi MNn nfWi 



ftilorwr Miu^Dvcti^uidng 
bi re; e, f«MT IVi I h rtd»? n i nl 

Mira d n. lvj iramilo iv, aura 

ifill fit: iHlM iimt. firilrillil |m| 

[in clem, ilit* vnf md iiocMt 


Nkliimyli Wiik iM 



DlNi Iwln am ■ I litl ilal E Slrt* I 


111 ! tMlii'nlvJllMl Ml L*l. 

l^tUu irtrutii.W; 

Mrren'fiMij LMifijiwLxiM'JOfiiM 
nn l f.TTt. y ho 


Pill Lm/.7VI«iH4 



u*ed|ii Matted ini f|»itic>K tour 
tHio)iiniFt«iNi «ddetoe 

Bmilfl [pnfere J.fi«lor nati^il 
to d iM:a:<iiHN iMi 


R»«4.TJII«ih4 



ft(fiWlMtet>tiialtolW(!ttlPl9d in 
WH.irtowloncKfiTioir<s1 
Mtacis. A ie**i»j k In Jit 
faailn H iMtO DJi Mal^ 1« 

SfiJC* Ml gMSI. 

rrrnTii n 


Anne has no-chain & 
needs a house on 
Stioud Aire 
If yon son help call 
Emma today on 
01902 634497 


Y«ti4« Mm VJfif a VII 



Tmi l fiai odom bujifivwi tie 
' V.fiw il in to* i ierch p*ir<frt let n' 

m i itndsil MlytxiraU 

1 1 f L» Mills Hit |ifimi Mil I |j 
6 *ealw*; 




u tiiw toIrwinliDne-jMsinj 
1 1 * • t Lie .krfctnn, Jllnj rwn 
lOitKtiia tatfiiuin.alirtierloft 
' 4 ‘X^ j»J iwnjjilen. Allteli$ 
i rnf ,tto I Vi rd 


iMAmcndl K»MU1l«riM4l 



Qnira^OMI ti«± led iron 
ifittO mI Oil^ OX:ifrj11| n 
(jejTffcitooainerptot Pimentel fi 
ipwilcuku H?'*pifiJ into at ideal 
rooi^lhiro 


fchfeim lfir*.<e, IUB«4»1I 



A tii>M tolrcoinoMihOeTidiMl 
rouf rltiftol ontofuplnr 
'KjnnMiei'dndQpiaiit (Skids s-t. 
Iconcil.tao OXt'lMI iWMlOMill 

ITTt'UW'^l 


Sarah 4 David aie 
looking foi a family 
home In Esslnfton. 
If you can help call 
Emma today on 
01602 634467 


lM4ewCM»%VJIMrti4 



Atw) tsdnonilihdctoctal 


Imgriautiwrii t<f«i Helena *ly 
ilRil^ihjnJi^ltlpJ fiiitCiliMTl 

OMierVIs «itor p«<ntolwi la 

r.idin/ihMs 


Tfl riad«, Oit i X W l«dKd 1 



X win*v*tjJt«l!ijir«*oiijbj in ^ 
|ij p 1M fii;:^MI II Vnll H«0l 
tw-iLiwwihP5tbrieliiyDr 
|nfi*ipnnO;tr rwm 





Fc«|| t«ln nn mutna ^djlal 


iMirv %• LtJL-l 0« 1l6|l ifO j 3-J^ L V 
twit liedcforaMtl. (HWet^i xpcncue 
l iiPjillllUCHiifijUv VnWUlllL^fT'J 


Pm<«o L.«m UlkveBiaJ 



Ane.J 4 i 11i IM11160(1 hh ocociii 

tii» teiiwmsGW-ifcwtw teinc 
OttiH '41i n IQ wr flHtPC 

iji Mil infill Mil 11> fiilififiijMiij 

ti qiionon %^ofT-ji3ri. 


JaiiBt is n FTB living 
with tamily&neBils a 
home nacn 
Oangeifield Lana. 

If you can halpcall 
Em mo today an 
01 M2 634497 


Br»4llLM»s 



A Ikii trtj njifnJeUXtel fillUflOV 
cflif)utoif|i toifiy .mchefi, toft 
c|ifloMtfidonrepjuftiita£lD nxnt 
Mill WM. ^1 ^ '•it' OltteifiMi Rill 


CdtKn *<»m\ Ulteiiii 
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Ilfi^ic^ CtVTMli VII«fiMll 



fo ’ l«*f <w> rr* IfSl i rrfvo<T* r4-I 
PjJ jl JU C-4VPvPj|ii'>(Sljl»*l 
larpi. dsi dtt*n fcrturr 

daitiiir^ioDr.'ia^ldlxii, • r 

unt •twwy jr^lltijwlgitiif. 


Mflaei R»M Wiim kry 



ft 81) mlfij li iee tHin:i;i i n.; fetahe i 
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piqieiy liwti gftsi. 
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ucaail at civ rli3'* ULU at the otir.v 
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www.clixonsestatagents.co.uk 
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L & S PRESTIGE ESTATES 

46 High Road, Lane Head, Willcnhall, WV12 4JQ 




JANUARY SALE 

RENTAL PROPERTIES 
REQUIRED 

£140 FINDERS FEE 
6% FULL MANAGEMENT 
FOR THE FIRST 0 MONTHS 

(8 1 ?*) thereafter) 







iMiZu csr 

(MP«1 




Willcnhall 01902 606595 


mvw. prestige-estates uk. com 





4^Uil rl «*kr«i w r 

• <S« <«rJ WHh 
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Retire locally with peace of mind 

ft voo*id k>oKlr>o io rat ii* ill and iiouiul VtoliAll ui 

< 4 , tlien I«m»v« oxjl<i It eve juvt I »* Iram* you're 

All K»r>«we*«9l8CCS Ikffltfrt ti8fH A 24Ilnur 
Aiam tall iviuin. indintainMl Qifdani. ima friarwlly 

policy end tlio ver*i<*\ of Olt Vi*ii 4 *q»r - jihI 

IlfCi* «rfc*fvci Alt* 



I f>ii» er» imxlirit, piiryoii 

hi ill isMftH **d» good 
ifiiu to bjl amihiiiBC. 
AUMlirenfcf i>orrr*ly <onsi 5 t 
cioni or Iak> btdroo me, 


lounge. fluid Kicthin *j»il 

lidbooire ji>:I tioueji «jiil 

VOII ull 5150 iwwryoui owir. 

filmWkiOi. SjJnlitdOfcjil iXQ 
119 51 WO IjffllftDfft blf»p 5 lOM 5 . 
Lit hoi aiO• f»c llbvc lney 

?Jso uvrtjdf: 

• tombente' k>nr*|e 

• Loiirxlrv room 

• CieSttHQlH 

• Lift liwris ton 

• Or parking 


Hoacwti uciff Mihf hrtitn 
tylCIJlilt yitivUJiiii t € 
feiiienrf m ^mrig rpiacwi 
u it ^J»ll illVKiit II 
tlKjlrrK^ irui||«c|9K| ovO i 

I L tiui m iCTcr: * runic 

OKI Ulii Lj, » )>ic|ilrll*t 
V.llli i rrmiBii 'to :Wltrii 

Etteliut I^ixj crMi'CKinriiic 

nkI taikiiid urvcvttltfl 

suftpoit nvt 8 ufndfi> 9 < 9 M 0 

Ir*kot 1 1 odrtf tor oklvi pvepb .' 
lllil ll 11tli lliillit 

I»oiairx_| «. poaitirv clcatca 

lor info nttiion aUout 
MjlOlll* p* ifl 

VJeUell«/id lalfond.or 
«ft> ioration. 

uint^t lhaJvulaCMiie 

on<iKO 390 ?$?S Of 
v i tit » w« .tomt .^f-uru- U 



■A CASH Buyer 
for your Property ! 1 

■FOR SALE 1 


At Property plus, we take the worry out of selling your home 


k All of property ooitsklti-ed 
+ rut aiKl Dt&d'wt Sale 
+ Offer* wllihi 29 liotn* 
k No Ayeiit Pw* 


k Solicitor Pee* Pale! 
k No Boareb 
k No Obl^alon Offei* 
k Cull In Week* not Montli* 


WHO’S IT FOR 


Anyone needing a 
quick sale 
Matrimonial 
Emigrating 
Financial Difficulties 


HO STRESS HO HASSLE HO AGEHTSIHVOLVED 


A Deceased Estate 
* Poor Condition 
Properties 
A Chain fell tli tough 


CALL NOW IF YOU NEED A QUICK SALE 

01902 634130 


OR APPLY ONLINE AT 
www. p rop ertv p lusnnicllands.co.uk 

PROPERTY PLUS MIDLANDS LTD 
14 NEW ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV13 2BG 


EMAIL: enquiries@propertypluelimited.co.uk 
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thechronicle 


Why it will pay you to 
prepare for more cold 



Extra loft insulation will help cut your energy bills 


W e have just experi¬ 
enced the coldest 
December in a century 
and the Federation of Master 
Builders is advising homeown¬ 
ers how to look after their prop¬ 
erty this winter and save 
money in the process. 

External affairs director Brian 
Berry said: “It makes sense that 
you are prepared in advance. 

“Buy a bag or two of sand or grit 
so you can make sure you can 
keep your paths and driveway ice 
free - just be careful when gritting 
in slippery conditions. 

“It might also be worth keeping a 
shovel in easy access in case you 
need it to clear a path through the 
snow, although remember never to 
leave shovels or tools in view as 
they tempt thieves to use them to 
gain access to your home.” 

He added: “Thieves also like a 
dark house so make sure you have 
good security lights. If you don’t 
already have any external light ask 
a local electrician to fit one for you. 

Topped 

“If you already have one make 
sure it is in good working order to 
welcome guests to your home.” 

He also urged people to make 
sure their insulation was up to 
scratch so homes stay warm and 
bills are kept to the minimum. 

“According to the Energy Saving 
Trust (EST) installing 270mm of 
insulation in a loft with no insula¬ 
tion will save you around £145 on 
heating bills a year,” he said. 

“If you already have 50mm of 
insulation and you topped this up 
to 270mm, the saving would be 
around £40 per year. 

“Similarly you need to make sure 
your pipes are well insulated. Not 
only will this save you money on 
your heating bills but it will also 


help protect the pipes against the 
cold weather. 

“Even if your pipes are insulated 
remember you should make sure 
you leave your heating on for at 
least a few hours, even if you are 
away, so your pipes don’t burst.” 

Mr Berry concluded: “Many of 
these jobs you can do yourself but 
if you do need a builder for an extra 
helping hand make sure you do 
your research and use a builder 


that is member of a trade associa¬ 
tion such as the federation. 

“Each year homeowners in the 
UK lose £170m to rogue traders, 
according to Trading Standards. 

“Just say no to anyone that turns 
up at your door uninvited and tries 
to sell their services. 

“Likewise, using a builder that 
claims they can ‘make VAT disap¬ 
pear’ may turn out to be a false 
economy.” 


Top tips 
for finding 
a builder: 

1. Be specific and 
prepare a detailed 
brief. Be as clear as 
you can about what 
you want, this can 
make a huge differ¬ 
ence to quotes. 

2. Ask friends, 
family and neigh¬ 
bours if they can 
recommend a 
builder they have 
recently used. 
Alternatively check 
the builder website 
(www.fmb.org.uk/fi 
ndabuilder). And 
don’t be afraid to 
ask for references 
or to speak to pre¬ 
vious clients. 

3. Get at least three 
quotes. When you 
are ready to decide, 
don’t just go with 
the cheapest, con¬ 
sider communica¬ 
tion and quality too. 

4. Use a contract. 
You can download 
free contracts on 
the FMB website 
(http://www.fmb.or 
g.uk/find-a- 
builder/free-con- 
tracts/). 

5. Never pay the full 
cost of the project 
up front. Agree a 
payment plan. 

Using a credit card 
to pay can offer you 
more protection.” 
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C old weather means people turning up the 
central heating dial in a bid to stay warm. 
But be warned, keeping the heating on 
24/7 is not the answer. 

In 2009 it was predicted to cost the nation £150 
million per day to run their central heating on constant. 

PH Jones, which has been providing homes 
throughout the UK with central heating solutions for 
more than 45 years, shares its top tips to keeping your 
home warm this winter without breaking the bank. 

1. Get your temperatures right -the optimum tem¬ 
perature for your living room is 21 °C, 18°C for bed¬ 
rooms and 16°C for halls. The recommended 
temperature for the hot water cylinder thermostat is 


r 


Brookland Auctioneer's Invite 
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Property Appraisal 


1 


60°C 

2. Keep out the draughts - look for simple ways to 
keep the heat in; close doors, install draught exclud¬ 
ers, check the seals on your windows and don’t forget 
to draw the curtains 

3. Use your thermostats wisely - small adjustments 
can make a big difference when it comes to heating. 
You can save up to 10 per cent on your heating bill by 
just turning your thermostat down by 1°C 

4. Don’t be a blocker - cluttering your radiators with 
items such as wet clothes will significantly reduce the 
amount of heat they give out, make sure there is plenty 
of space around radiators for the hot air to circulate 

5. Waste not, want not - if you are not using a room 
then don’t heat it, turn off radiators in empty rooms 

6. Love your boiler - regular servicing of your boiler 
will ensure it’s working at its most efficient level all year 
round. If it’s been more than12 months since the last 
service then don’t forget to book one in 

7. Embrace new technologies - Smart meters are 
new digital devices which provide remote meter read¬ 
ings automatically to energy suppliers. Using a smart 
meter means you can track you energy consumption 
on a day-to-day basis. The Department for Energy and 
Climate Change has outlined plans to ensure every 
home in the UK has a smart meter by 2020 and its pre¬ 
dicted their installation will save consumers up to £3.6 
billion over the next 20 years 
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Audi A3 Cabriolet 1.2 TFSI Sport 




A tiny engine doesn’t stop this soft-top from being an impressive performer, says Richard H Hammond 

Best things come in small packages 


T he news that cars have been getting steadily larger over the last 
decade or more will not come as a surprise to anyone. With the 
increases in weight and dimensions, engines might have been 
expected to get bigger, too. 

This has not been the case, however. More advanced engine designs and tech¬ 
nology have allowed car builders to get more power from familiar capacities 
without sacrificing reliability. 

Rather than increasing in size in parallel with the vehicles they power, they have merely 
^increased output.And now the things are 
going even further. While cars continue to 
grow in stature, the engines powering them 
are shrinking in size. 

Take Audi’s A3 Cabriolet. Leaving aside the 
folding roof for one moment, the A3 is a 
vehicle that competes alongside the Volkswa¬ 
gen Golf, Vauxhall Astra and Ford Focus - 
albeit aimed at a more premium market. 

Take examples of these cars from 15 years 
ago (in the case of the Focus you’ll need to 
exchange it for its predecessor, the Ford 
Escort) and the A3, like its contemporaries, 
dwarfs them. 

Despite this, Audi’s A3 Cabriolet can now be 
equipped with what seems like an outra¬ 
geously small capacity 1.2-litre engine. That’s 
even more remarkable where the cabriolet 
version is concerned as, despite the canvas 
roof, the model suffers from the same weight 
issues as nearly all convertibles thanks to the 
extra motors and chassis-stiffening required, 
and weighs in at nearly 100kg more than its 
three-door equivalent. 

There’s the usual high quality cabin Audi, along with its Volkswagen Group 




Only a 1.2 litre engine under the bonnet but the Cabriolet is a 
charismatic performer 


FACTS AT A GLANCE 
Model: Audi A3 Cabriolet 

1.2 TFSI Sport, £21,855 
on the road 

Engine: 1.2-litre petrol 
unit developing 103bhp 
Transmission: Six-speed 
manual, driving the front 
wheels 

Performance: Maximum 
speed 118mph. 0-62mph 

12.2 seconds 

CO 2 emissions: 132g/km 
Economy: 49.6mpg. 


stable-mates has ‘previous’ when it comes to 
setting trends with small capacity engines. 
Previously, it was the 1.4-litre unit, available 
in turbocharged and twin-charged (super¬ 
charged and turbocharged) form, which 
raised eyebrows with its capacity belying per¬ 
formance. 

The 1.2 TFSI unit also uses forced induc¬ 
tion to boost performance to respectable 
levels while keeping fuel consumption and 
emissions low. A replacement for the 1.6-litre 
unit, it lowers CO 2 emissions by 35g/km and 
raises fuel economy by 9.2mpg while improv¬ 
ing zero to 62mph acceleration and top speed. 

It’s a highly charismatic unit that adds a lot 
to the A3 Cabriolet package. 

Much of the charisma comes in the form of 
the engine note; a distinctive grumble that’s 


ever-present but rarely intrusive. With the 
roof down it adds to the driving appeal, offer¬ 
ing a sports inspired - if not sporty — sound¬ 
track. 

If it’s outright performance that’s sought, 
perhaps the 1.2 TFSI is not the best choice, 
but considering the impressive real world 
economy and tax-lowering emissions it does a 
good job of shifting the A3 Cabriolet. Despite 
the turbocharger dependency, power does not 
arrive in lumps of high boost, instead being 
evenly spread across the rev-range. 

The chassis is impressively rigid, too, with 
scuttle-shake contained roof up or down and 
little flimsiness apparent at the wheel even 
when ‘pushing on’. 

To really gather pace, the 1.2 TFSI A3 
Cabriolet needs to be worked fairly hard, but 


a standard six-speed manual transmission 
means there’s enough choice to ensure that 
the correct ratio can always be found. Alonger 
sixth helps with motorway cruising, too. The 
little engine is comfortable at motorway 
speeds with largely impressive refinement, 
although a little wind noise can reach the 
interior. 

The Cabrio really shines away from the 
motorway. The smallest capacity engine is at 
home in a town environment with its impres¬ 
sive urban fuel consumption figures and easy- 
to- drive nature. With the roof down on a 
country road it looks and feels chic, smart and 
sophisticated. 

Where Audi has succeeded with its smaller 
cars, including the A3, is the grown-up feeling 
inside that’s reminiscent of the larger execu¬ 
tive models. 

Despite the more care-free, frivolous nature 
of a convertible, the A3 Cabriolet has this 
premium feel and maturity in spades. 

In Sport trim the model has an executive 
appeal. Varying colour options for the quick¬ 
folding, one-touch electric roof add to the 
upmarket feel as do impressive materials and 
impeccable finish. 

Compromises come in the form of a small 
boot opening, restricted rear seating and a 
slightly firmer ride on the larger alloy wheels, 
but as a complete package the model offers a 
level of style and quality that’s rare in the 
sector. Add increased economy and the A3 
Cabriolet’s appeal gets bigger and bigger 
while the engines get smaller and smaller. 
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RESERVE YOUR CAR ONLINE - WE WILL ALSO DELIVER' 
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Geneva debut for 
Kia’s new city car 



Kia’s new Picanto will be available in both three and five door form, with a choice of four new engines 


K ia Motors has released the 
first official photos of the 
next generation Picanto city 
car boasting a bolder, more mature 
and more self confident look. 

Completely redesigned and re-engi¬ 
neered, the new car has grown in 
overall length and wheelbase and is 
set to redefine its position as one of the 
most competitive vehicles in its 
segment. 

Kia’s chief design officer, Peter Schreyer, 
said: “In profile, the new Picanto features 
significant sculpting and a very prominent 
rising character line. 

“ The result is a layering of light and 



The Picanto’s sure-footed stance 


shadow and this breaks up the height, 
giving the car a more sure-footed stance.” 

While the current Picanto is available 
only as a five-door hatchback, the next gen¬ 
eration version will be offered as a five- 


door globally but a sportier three-door body 
style will also be made available in the UK 
and European markets. 

The new Picanto will feature four all- 
new powertrains in 1.0- and 1.2-litre dis¬ 
placements, all boasting class leading CO 2 
emissions levels. 

In addition to the standard petrol 
engines, LPG, bi-fuel and flex-fuel varia¬ 
tions will be available depending on local 
market requirements. 

The next generation Picanto will receive 
its official unveiling at the Geneva Interna¬ 
tional Motor Show on Tuesday March 1, 
2011. 

The exact timing of the car’s arrival in 
the UK market is yet to be decided. 


Honda rings in 2011 
with series of offers 



RZBOAMA 


Honda has a range of new year offers on models like the Accord, above, saving customers up to £443 


H onda is continuing 
to make new car 
ownership more 
affordable by adding three 
years’ complimentary serv¬ 
icing and a range of flexible 
finance options to selected 
new cars until the end of 
March 2011. 

The firm is also easing the pain 
of the new year VAT rise by 
absorbing the price increase for 
customers throughout January. 
Three years’ free servicing 
Customers visiting a Honda 
dealership in the new year will be 
eligible for three years’ compli¬ 
mentary servicing on all new CR- 
V models and Insight and CR-Z 
hybrids. 

This offer, combined with 


Honda’s standard one year’s road 
side assistance, three year new 
car warranty and Honda’s reputa¬ 
tion for bullet-proof reliability, 
means affordable and hassle-free 
Honda new car ownership for the 
first three years. 

Pre-VAT rise price freeze 
Honda is also holding 2010 
prices on all CR-V, CR-Z, Insight 
and Accord models and selected 
Civic variants until the end of 
January 2011. For example, by 
not passing on the VAT rise, cus¬ 
tomers can benefit from a £443 
saving on a new Accord 2.0 ES GT. 
Flexible financing 
A range of flexible finance 
options are available across the 
Honda range to break the new car 
cost into manageable monthly 
payments. With a 25 per cent 
deposit, customers can secure a 
5.9 per cent personal contract 


purchase (PCP) uver three years, 
while those with a smaller deposit 
of 10 per cent can secure a 7.9 per 
cent PCP over the same duration. 
A two-year zero per cent HP deal 
is available with a 35 per cent 
down payment. 

Customers opting for the 5.9 
per cent PCP with 25 per cent 
deposit can have a brand new CR- 
V 4x4 for £299 per month. 

Martin Moll, head of marketing 
for Honda (UK), said: “Our New 
Year’s resolution was to keep 
helping our customers drive down 
the cost of new car ownership and 
three years free servicing com¬ 
bined with a selection of finance 
options is a great start.Plus, we 
wanted to take the sting off the 
VAT price rise — two and a half per 
cent is a significant amount on 
large purchases such as cars and 
it all adds up.” 
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MOTORING 


nvfrtces 


Get on course for better road users 


THE Institute of Advanced 
Motorists has a number of 
coaching courses for road users 
from a young driver assess¬ 
ment, through to cycling. 

Skill for Life, the course for 
which the IAM is most famously 
known, is available for car 
drivers and motorcyclists. 

It has six to eight sessions 
with one of a network of more 
than 200 nation-wide IAM vol¬ 
unteer groups. 

The chosen group allocates a 
local observer who, when you’re 
ready, will put you forward for 
the Advanced Test. 

The course cost £139 and 85 
per cent of individuals pass first 
time. 

Apart from the proven safety 
and confidence-boosting bene¬ 


fits of becoming an advanced 
driver or rider, there is also the 
major advantage of qualifying 
for IAM Surety insurance, that 
beats other competitive quotes 
in 93 per cent of cases for IAM 
members. 

Drivers or motorcyclists who 
have held a licence for several 
years may benefit from a 
refresher with DriveCheck or 
RideCheck. The one-hour 
drives with an IAM observer or 
examiner aim to help confi¬ 
dence by giving ideas of how you 
could improve, as well as cele¬ 
brating what you’re already 
good at. 

Momentum, the IAM’s new 
initiative offers young drivers a 
low-cost assessment with an 
IAM examiner, early in their 


development, that helps to 
improve confidence, raise 
awareness, and reduce risk on 
the roads. 

RoadRider Plus is also aimed 
primarily at the younger 
market. It assesses riders of 
scooters, mopeds or sub-125cc 
machines and gives a clear indi¬ 
cation of current skills and abil¬ 
ities, and is a way of progressing 
after the essential Compulsory 
Basic Training. 

And for cyclists, the IAM 
offers a membership package, 
with the additional option of 
three levels of training to suit 
anyone from the real beginner, 
to those wanting to increase 
their confidence in busy traffic. 

Details of the courses can be 
found at www.iam.org.uk 


Action call on 
young deaths 


Y oung driver deaths in 
the UK could be cut by 
up to a third if compul¬ 
sory post-test training was 
introduced, says the Institute 
of Advanced Motorists. 

Writing in its magazine, 
Advanced Driving, IAM chair¬ 
man Alistair Cheyne says com¬ 
pulsory post-test training would 
save lives among “this most vul¬ 
nerable group of drivers”. 

The call follows findings that a 
similar approach in Austria has 
produced a 30 per cent reduction 
in young driver fatalities. 

IAM chief executive Simon 
Best said: “We need no reminding 
that 17—25 year olds — particu¬ 
larly young men — proportion¬ 
ally have more crashes and suffer 
more death and injury on our 
roads than any other group. 


Despite this, very little is being 
done to ensure that young people 
improve their driving after 
passing the test. 

“The high numbers of young 
drivers who continue to be killed 
or seriously injured graphically 
highlights the need for legislation 
that insists on post-test training 
that embraces all kinds of roads; 
especially rural roads.” 

Session 

The IAM has written to Trans¬ 
port Minister Mike Penning 
raising the need for post-test 
training. 

It said it would not be an 
unpopular option, and there 
would be no question of taking a 
new driver off the road if they 
’failed’. 

However, undertaking a 
second phase of short coaching 


sessions and driving practice off 
the public highway would be com¬ 
pulsory within a year of the test 
pass. 

In Austria, all novice drivers 
are required to undertake further 
assessment and training have 
been used with outstanding 
results. 

Only the Department of Trans¬ 
port can realistically take the 
lead on this issue with a thorough 
review of driver training. 

In the meantime, the IAM is 
taking action of its own with the 
launch of Momentum in the New 
Year. 

Momentum offers young 
drivers a low-cost assessment by 
an IAM examiner early in their 
development, which will help 
improve confidence, raise aware¬ 
ness, and reduce risk on the road. 
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SPORT 


DK«howing why they are the clear favourites Boxing in return 


WALSALL 8 DUDLEY KINGSWINFORD 33 

League leaders Dudley Kingswinford 
gained a fairly comfortable thirteenth con¬ 
secutive victory to establish themselves as 
clear favourites to gain promotion from 
Midlands One West. They scored four first 
half tries and were in control of the game 
for long periods. 

But less than ten minutes of the second 
half had been played when the game was 
stopped because of a serious leg injury to 
Walsall’s Alex Woodward. The young lock 
forward, Walsall’s player of the season last 


year, received prolonged treatment before 
he was taken to hospital for surgery. 

The rest of the game was completed on an 
adjacent pitch, but it tended to be played in 
a rather subdued atmosphere with both 
teams scoring a try before the final whistle 
was blown. 

Matt Wood gave Walsall the lead after 
just two minutes with a fairly simple 
penalty. Winger Jonathan Edwards pro¬ 
duced a strong run before he was stopped 
and DK infringed in the ensuing ruck. 

But within three minutes the visitors 


took the lead after a good break through 
the midfield set up a lineout close to the 
Walsall line. 

This gave the opportunity for prop 
forward Stefan Thorpe to drive over. It was 
not long before the visiting backs were on 
the rampage again, some good handling 
releasing winger Matt Farrington to score 
wide out. 

Centre Gareth Davies was the next 
player to break through the home defence, 
his try provided outside half Garth Bown 
with another successful conversion. It was 


Bown that scored the final try of the half. 

Walsall to their credit, produced a more 
improved performance in the second half 
and fully deserved their try. Lock forward 
Rob Tierney crashing through near the 
corner flag. But the final score went to the 
visitors, as centre Tom Weaver cut through 
to score under the posts. Bown putting over 
his fourth conversion to complete the 
scoring. 

This Saturday Walsall travel to Leam¬ 
ington to face a team that have lost all of 
their matches so far this season. 


HOCKEY 


Slow start 
for ladies 
leads to loss 

DLOXWICH LADIES 1ST 2 STAFFORD LADIES 1ST 3 

After an extended Christmas break due to the poor 
weather it was the second attempt to play this 
fixture. 

Bloxwich started slowly and took a long time to get 
into the game with Stafford pressuring the bloxwich 
goal with several attempts. 

A short corner converted on the post by a Stafford 
striker took them into lead shortly before half time. 
Bloxwich came out and took more control over the 
game in the second half and started to look more 
dominant applying pressure on the Stafford defence. 

A well converted short corner by Hayley Scott saw 
the score levelled and the game all to play for. 

This gave Bloxwich the desire to go on and win this 
game and when H. Scott scored and took the score 2- 
1 it loooked like 3 points where Bloxwichs. 

However Stafford quickly responded and again 
levelled the score. Just as the final whistle was about 
to be blown Stafford put the ball in the back of the net 
and took the 3 points, a very disppointing result for 
Bloxwich. Player of the match Vicky Jackson. 
LUDLOW 1 BLOXWICH MENS 1ST 4 
Bloxwich travelled to Ludlow for thier first game 
of 2011 but found themselves under early pressure 
after the home team scored of a counter attack, 
Bloxwich soon Levelled after an amazing solo run 
from Adam Baldwin setting up his strike partner 
Steve Mazurek to finish from close range. 

Baldwin then scored from a neat cross from Alex 
Strickland to make it 2-1 at half time. 

Bloxwich came out much stronger in the second 
half Baldwin got his second after a nice finish from 
a Jake Perkins pass, Adam Baldwin completed his 
hat-trick after a great team counter attack killed off 
any hopes of Ludlow getting anything from the 
game. Bloxwich are now sitting second in the league. 
BLOXWICH MENS 2NDS 0 BERKSWELL MENS 2NDS 0 
Bloxwich and Berkswell shared the points in this 
closely fought contest. 

Both teams had chances which they were unable 
to convert thanks to some good saves from Jamie 
Bayliss in the Bloxwich goal as well as from the 
Berkswell goalkeeper and well organised defensive 
play from both teams. 


WILLEN HALL TOWN 


JUNIORS 


SHIRE OAK SWIFTS 0 TIPTON YOUTH TIGERS 2 

Swifts had a slow start against top of the league 
Tipton, in their first game of 2011. Struggled to get 
going, which saw Tipton 2-0 at half time. Swifts 
came back looking stronger and sharper second half 
with some superb attacks on the ball being shown by 
Conor Daniel and James Boden. Goalkeeper Bailey 
Sims made a fantastic penalty save. Although Swifts 
fought hard second half the score ended 2-0 to the 
Tigers. MoM went to defender George Congreves. 
BUSTLEH0LME 3 BLOXWICH UNITED U15S 1 
After a promising first half in which they domi¬ 
nated most of the possession and took the lead 
through Omar Haughton Bloxwich allowed Bustle- 
holme back into the game and they snatched an 
equaliser just before half time. Bustleholme took the 
lead midway through the second half and added a 
third late on to seal the points in a fairly even game. 
Bloxwich keeper Liam Pattison who saved a first 
half penalty was MoM for The Red Lions. 


Hard work pays off 
as Reds get a result 


WILLENHALL 2 B0LDMERE2 

Willenhall finally got a 
result they deserved but it 
was hard work securing a 
draw at home to Boldmere in 
the Midland Alliance. 

They made the better start 
with Mitch Fellows testing the 
keeper twice in the opening 30 
seconds. 

However, Liam Flynn was forced 
into a smart stop to deny the visitors 
on 15 minutes, pushing a corner onto 
the bar and grabbing the rebound. 

Two minutes later the Mikes took 
the lead when a right wing cross 
evaded Andre Calder and Simeon 
Tulloch was on hand to net. 

However, the luck that has so sadly 
been lacking all season returned with 
avengeance as visiting keeper Sean 
Butler endured a mad five-minute 
spell. 

First on 33 minutes he somehow 
managed to throw a clearance at his 
own defender and the loose ball sat up 
nicely for Willenhall’s leading scorer 
Fellows to tuck home before charging 
from his goal to then upend the 
striker on 38 minutes, allowing 
Fellows to dust himself down and 
send him the wrong way from the 
spot. 

Chalked 

More luck was in evidence on 40 
minutes when the Lockmen’s Matt 
Whitehouse headed into his own net 
but was adjudged to have been 
pushed and the goal was chalked off. 

Fellows was played through again 
just before the break but this time 
Butler timed his dive perfectly to 
snatch the ball. 

Fellows curled another effort off 
target before Craig Hancox saw two 
long-range efforts off target. 

However, Boldmere were again 
unlucky not to level when they hit a 
post before seeing the second effort 
blocked on the line. 

Calder headed off the line again for 
the Lockmen on 66 minutes to again 
deny the visitors a certain goal before 
Fellows was again played through on 
goal but he couldn't lift his effort over 
Butler. 

Boldmere finally got their 
equaliser on 68 minutes when sub 
Kieran Robinson controlled a back 
header neatly before tucking a well 
placed drive across Flynn and in at 
the far post. 

The Lockmen then defended 
superbly to keep their point. 


PELSALL VILLA 


Professional boxing will return to Walsall Town Hall 
for the first time in nearly five years next month with a 
second chance at the Midlands light middleweight title 
for Jamie Ball. 

But it will not be a rematch for Coseley’s Ball against 
Telford’s Kieron Gray, who is planning to retire after the 
two fought to a draw for the vacant area crown at Birm¬ 
ingham’s Holiday Inn in December. 

The “Black Country Bully” instead faces Newark’s 
Andrew Lowe on February 26 over 10 rounds to decide 
who will be the champion of a belt that has proved 
elusive in recent times. Ball’s draw with Gray was the 
second time a fight for the title has failed to produce a 
winner in the last two years after West Bromwich’s 
Marcus Portman drew a 
blank with Tyan Booth in 
October 2009. 

Leicester’s British title 
contender Martin Con¬ 
cepcion is the only man to 
be the champion since 
then, defending it twice 
against Lincoln’s Kevin 
Hammond last year. 

The card will also 
feature the professional 
debuts of hometown wel¬ 
terweight Danny Clews, 
formerly of Walsall Wood 
Amateur Boxing Club. 

For tickets call pro¬ 
moter PJ Rowson on 
07976 283157. 


Alveston’s single goal is enough to 
hand Villa their 8th straight defeat 


Villa crashed to their 8th successive 
defeat after a tentative start by both 
sides. 

Villa should have gone ahead on 
nineminutes, Scott Chapman won the 
ball in midfield and fed Andrew 
Bentley, his defence splitting pass 
released James Lewis in on goal, he 
tried to chip the ball over the advanc¬ 
ing Alex Gretton but the keeper saved 
at full stretch. 

On 12 minutes Bradley Rees raced 
onto the ball over the top of the Villa 
defence only to shoot wide as keeper 
Adam Jenkins raced to meet him. 

Three minutes later Greg Castle 
charged down a clearance, raced clear 
of the defence and calmly slid the ball 
past the exposed keeper. 

Villa almost equalised immediately, 
Bentley delivered a left wing free kick 
beyond the far post, Shazad Akhtar 


ALVEST0N 1 PELSALL VILLA 0 

powered in a header that bounced to 
safety off the top of the post. 

With 25 minutes gone Greg Dyke 
put a header just over from a right 
wing corner. Later he was in action at 
the other end, getting back to stop 
Mark Wooldridge as he raced into the 
box after charging down an attempted 
clearance. 

The last action of the half saw a left 
wing free kick met by Adam Wood, the 
ball hit the post and Lewis was first to 
react to clear. 

On 50 minutes a ball out of defence 
found Bentley, his clever diagonal ball 
put Wooldridge clear on the left, he 
cut inside and rolled a cross shot wide 
of the far post. Two minutes later 
Chapman played a near 1-2 with 
Wooldridge on the right of the box and 


hit a first time cross shot wide. 

James Evans was hacked down 
wide on the right, Jonathan Littler's 
free kick headed inches over by 
Bentley. On 58 minutes, Lewis got 
between two defenders and raced for 
the box, only for the chasing defender 
to trip him from behind, the decision 
to play on was greeted with derision 
by almost everyone in the ground. 

On 68 minutes Lewis released 
Wooldridge into the box, Gretton 
again saving. A minute later Littler 
crossed from wide left, Bentley 
powered in a header and Gretton 
made another great save. That was 
how the last 20 minutes went with 
Villa unable to break down a massed 
defence and right on time a long clear¬ 
ance was collected by Ashley Wilkes, 
Jenkins to save and keep the scoreline 
to one. Bill Shaw 


RUSHALL OLYMPIC 


Rushall’s run comes to an end 
as Newcastle rack up extra goal 


Rushall Olympic saw their fine 
seven game winning run come to a 
shuddering halt at Dales Lane as 
third placed Newcastle Town claimed 
a narrow 3-2 victory that strength¬ 
ened their position. 

The only redemption on the day for 
the Pics was they remained in fourth 
position in the Evo-Stik League First 
Division South table, although but 
now with five rivals within striking 
distance of their standing. 

The hosts enjoyed a fantastic start 
when within 40 seconds of the opening 
whistle they surged into the lead 
when Alex Melbourne threaded 
through a fine pass into the path of 
Chris Morris who ran into the box and 
slotted clinically past keeper Danny 
Read. 

However, the Pics joy was 


RUSHALL 0LYMPC 2 NEWCASTLE TOWN 3 

extremely short-lived as the fourth 
minute saw the visitors restore parity 
thanks to a defensive lapse. 

Danny Skeldon found himself with 
plenty of time and space to make his 
way to the left hand side by-line before 
delivering a pacey low centre. 

As Lucan Spittle attempted to repel 
the danger the defender only suc¬ 
ceeded to slice the ball past keeper 
Chris Gemmell for an own goal. 

Things appeared to be going awry 
for Pics on 17 minutes when a further 
spell of erratic defending saw the 
hosts fail to clear their lines effec¬ 
tively and as a centre from the right 
quickly spawned a looping ball in from 
the left, keeper Gemmell failed to 
make a claim on either and the 


unmarked Ryan Dicker easily con¬ 
verted from close range. Half-Time: 
RUSHALL OLYMPIC 1 NEWCASTLE TOWN 2 

In the 51st minute Rushall fell 
further behind as Town effectively 
sealed all three points. As a free-kick 
from just inside home territory on the 
right was played into the penalty area 
the hosts again only managed to par¬ 
tially clear the danger. Once more the 
unshackled Dicker was the benefici¬ 
ary as the defender picked up posses¬ 
sion and drove in from close range. 

In the fourth minute of injury time 
Olympic broke forward through 
Ahmed Obeng, who found himself 
felled within the confines of the left 
hand side of the penalty area to yield 
a spot kick in the hosts favour. Top 
scorer Morris planted the ball and 
clinically converted into the goal. 


BLOXWICH UTD 


Blox dig 
in for the 
victory 

DLOXWICH UNITED AFC 3 
BROMYARD TOWN 2 

The Red Lions were 
forced to come back from 
two goals down after a 
poor first half perform¬ 
ance against bottom of 
the league Bromyard. 

The visitors took the 
lead after just five 
minutes when a good 
through ball down the 
right caught Bloxwich 
cold and Bromyard raced 
clear to score. 

Bromyard doubled the 
lead in the 28th minute 
when a hopeful ball over 
the top which should 
have been headed clear 
was allowed to bounce 
through to the visitors’ 
forward who made no 
mistake. 

Leon Taylor pulled a 
goal back for Bloxwich as 
he rode two challenges on 
the edge of the area and 
slotted the ball past the 
keeper to make it 2-1. 

The goal lifted the 
home side and Taylor 
volleyed home his second 
of the game just minutes 
into the second half to 
level the scores. 

With the game in the 
balance Bloxwich were 
awarded a penalty when 
Adam Simkiss free kick 
into the box was handled 
by a defender. 

Simkiss stepped up 
and placed the ball past 
the keeper to give 
Bloxwich the lead. 

Bromyard pressed 
hard for the equaliser 
and only an excellent 
save late in the game 
from Bloxwich keeper 
Tony Simkiss when they 
were clean through kept 
the home side in front. 


Local Mole .CO. uk 

Digging toe tfcr local butinrar-t 

Packed with Holiday Parks 

LocalMole.co.uk The smart new website for finding trusted 
businesses in the West Midlands brought to you by 

Express & Star 
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SADDLERS SHOW A 
GLIMMER OF FIRE 


TRANMERE 3 WALSALL 3 

T he dress rehearsal is over and the 
auditions have started — there is no 
time for stage fright. 

Walsall could have launched their own 
BAFTA awards this season — Bottom After 
Failing To Achieve — as they lurched from one 
crisis to another. 

The Saddlers have been more Hollyoaks than Hol¬ 
lywood with their soap opera plots and sketchy dia¬ 
logue. But a new script is being written and 
caretaker boss Dean Smith has proved future scenes 
can change. 

The Saddlers’ late fightback at relegation rivals 
Tranmere on Saturday stunned the visiting fans as 
much as it did the home faithful. But it proved there 
is fight left in the side, a determination to survive 
and that professional pride, from a team bottom of 
League One, has not yet been lost. 

“New manager syndrome” would have played a 
part, but the revival would have done little to harm 
Smith’s silent bid for the top job. The head of youth 
recognises the wider picture and has the club’s best 
interests at heart. He has spoken purposefully and 
with passion. 

But while he has remained rightly coy, all things 
point to the caretaker wanting the job on a perma¬ 
nent basis. He has spoken about the buzz and pride 
of managing a club he has so much affiliation to. A 
former trainee and captain, it would complete the set 
for someone who is yet to step into a full-time hot- 
seat during a six-year coaching career. He under¬ 
stands the club and, while it may not be a long-term 
solution, the Saddlers not only need someone who 
can save the season but also empathise with the 
furious fanbase. 

It’s the decision of the chairman who he hires - 
and there are no shortage of applicants - but Smith 
is in the box seat. The 39-year-old, of course, is only 
in this position because Walsall are in trouble. He 
knows this and while the caretaker has the support 
of the squad and the club he is no miracle worker. 


Youngsters 

His pick of rookie Jamie Paterson showed he isn’t 
afraid. Ex-boss Chris Hutchings was always wary of 
throwing the youngsters in, insisting he was protect¬ 
ing them, but Walsall, and Paterson, have nothing to 
lose. The caretaker also handed keeper David Bevan 
a debut as Jonny Brain once again paid the price for 
costly gaffes. 

Manny Smith was recalled to complete a trio of 
changes but Walsall’s fragile confidence was evident 
again before a stunning revival. Quite how Tran¬ 
mere managed to blow a comfortable two-goal lead 
with five minutes to go is their own problem. Tran¬ 
mere occupy the final League One safety spot and a 
point keeps the Saddlers eight points behind. 

Gleaning at least a point from Tranmere was 
imperative for the Saddlers. 

But what shouldn’t be masked by the euphoria of 
the comeback is that they still weren’t up to scratch. 
Had Tranmere being anything else but a poor side 
they would have finished off Walsall. 

They failed to build on a deserved lead, given to 
them by Matt Richards’ sixth of the season, before 
the midfielder turned Lateef Elford-Alliyu’s cross 
past David Bevan just before the break. Worse was 
to follow when Aaron Cresswell’s stunning free-kick, 
which shouldn’t have been awarded, gave Rovers the 
lead in first-half stoppage time. 

Albion loanee Elford-Alliyu made it 3-1 - 11 in the 
second half with Andy Butler on the ground injured. 
Previously, Walsall would have crumbled but, urged 
on by Smith, they found one last hurrah. 

Will Grigg and Alex Nicholls went close before Jon 
Macken rifled in a loose ball, via a deflection and the 
post, and Tranmere wilted. Tony Warner saved for 
Paul Marshall as Walsall poured forward but there 
was to be a happy ending as, deep into stoppage 
time, Butler rose to head in Macken’s cross. 

The curtain is up on Smith’s Walsall, only time will 
tell if they get a standing ovation. 



Caretaker Dean Smith watches proceedings. Andy Butler leaps to head in a dramatic late equaliser. 



Walsall celebrate on of their three goals. Manny Smith and Enoch Showunmi. 


No rush to 
find a new 
team boss 

Chief executive Stefan Gamble has con¬ 
firmed Walsall are in no rush to appoint a new 
boss. 

The Saddlers have received around 50 applica¬ 
tions to succeed Chris Hutchings, who was sacked 
last week with the club bottom of League One. 

They drew 3-3 with relegation rivals Tranmere on 
Saturday to remain eight points from safety. 

Gamble said: “We’re not going to rush into any 
decision because it’s important we get this right. 

“It’s got to be the right decision for the club and 
we’re looking to make one which will benefit the club 
in the long-term. 

‘We’re not thinking about League Two when we’re 
appointing a manager, we’re appointing one to keep 
us in this division. 

“When you appoint a manager it’s one of the 
biggest decisions we as directors can make, if not the 
biggest, and we’re taking it very seriously. It’s got to 
be given due consideration. 

“The standard is very varied, there are some very 
good candidates and some not-so-good candidates.” 

Caretaker boss Dean Smith is yet to reveal 
whether he wants the top job. But Gamble admitted 
if the head of youth gets results he will be in the 
frame. 

He said: “If he starts winning football matches 
then of course Dean is in the running. He is in pos¬ 
session of the job at the moment but we’ve got to look 
at all the options available to us. 

“Dean is very capable, he was involved in the first 
team at Leyton Orient for many years. He knows 
this club inside out and he’s an ideal person to come 
in at short notice.” 

And Gamble is confident the Saddlers can beat the 
drop. “We’re under no illusions we’ve got an uphill 
task but there is a belief we can get out of it,” he 
said.” 

Newport County boss Dean Holdsworth’s odds in 
the job race have been slashed by Skybet from 16-1 
to 5-2. 

Smith to focus 
on the winning 

Caretaker-manager, Dean Smith says his focus is 
on winning games. The boss who has taken over 
from Chris Hutchings told the club’s website: “My 
only concentration is to win football matches. 

“1 could see things in our play on Saturday that we 
had worked on in the build-up to the game. Hope¬ 
fully the players will take on board the preparation 
that we have done over the past few days. 

“I want my players to be bubbly and enjoy their 
football. It’s all about performances and if they 
perform, they will get results. The players went 
home after the Tranmere game knowing that they 
have put a shift in.” 


1 SADDLERS PLAYER STATS 


Dickinson 

(7 Catch 1 Feet 1 Parry) 

subs: 18 

21 

Bevan 


Graywl for 

2 

Westlake 

•K2 *1 i®-2 

15 [75 mins], 

32 

Butler 

A2*1 *1 X3^1 

19 Grigg*3 

6 

Smith 

A1 X2 

for 7 [60 mins] 
not used: 1 
Brain, 4 
McDonald, 5 
Lancashire, 20 
Geddes, 23 

3 

Lescott 

A.1 XI 

11 

Nicholls 

★ 1 *1 XI t/1 ®4 

8 

Richards 

*»1 *2X1 »5 

12 

Marshall 

•M *1 X2t/1 

15 

Paterson 

A1 *1 »3 

McGivern 

7 

Jones 

A1 *1 t/1 


10 

Macken 

*1 t/3 »3 


Key 

to reading the player stats: i>» defensive block defensive clear- 
s ★ shot on target ❖ shot oft target X Fouls committed ✓ Free-kicks 
♦ Caught offside ® Crosses 

I League Table 
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Walsall 


Community Health 


^outJifestyjen ee d s 


Do you want to stop smoking? 

Do you want to manage your weight? 
Do you want to increase your activity? 

Yes? 

Then call Lifestyle Link 

01922 44 40 44 

Call between 7.30am - 7.00pm (Monday to Friday) 

www.walsallcommunityhealth.nhs.uk 

The key to staying healthy is here, call us now for FREE 
support and options. 


i New Year, New You: 


Weight Watchers or Slimming World vouchers absolutely free for 12 weeks* - paid for by NHS Walsal 


Contact Lifestyle Link on 


01922 44 40 44. 


(Vsibject Id temns and conditions call 01922 44 40 44 for further details) 
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ACVERT 



Let's get personal 


Make 2011 the year you make the right choices. 

It your New Years resolution is to Ice© weight, stop smoking or get more 
physically active but you don't know where to start, take the first impor¬ 
tant step by calling the Health Trainer Service at Walsall Community Health 

We work in three main areas 

• Managing pur weight through healthy eating 

• Keeping fit through exercise 

• Stoppng smoking 

Our health trainers based across the borough offer one-to-one support to 
helppu make healthier lifestyle choices and to encourage pu every step 
of the way. 

Accessing the service is free to anyone over the age of 16. 

Call the team on 01922 444044 to discuss how we can help you 



firien Hwzetbee Sbafina Begum .test 
tee? .we then two three stoiies if? fow 
stones i d sm months tnonths 



Keth rffaboryfast /foie fiesDey fast 
/jeez)*/ five stones frve stones in a year 
end four chess uses Dhiotjgoh enanoss 



Join the Great 
Swapathon 

To get 2011 off to the best 
possible start why not join 
Change for Life's new 
national campaign 'the 
great swapathon'? 

Rather than making the usual New 
Years resolutions, we're calling on 
people to make small, manageable 
lifestyle swaps 

. . The government recommend 
that adults 'Jo 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity cn f ve or 
more days a week, and children to 
do an hour every day. 

Try swapping one of your less 
active ha tits for an active one 

• Take 30 minutes out from your 
games console and go fa a 
family walk 

• Take the stairs instead of 
getting the lift 

• Swap an hour in front of the 
telly fa a free physical activity 
session with NHSWfelsall 
community Health 

NHS Mb ball Community Health 
Physical Activity Team run FREE 
and FUN Riysical Activity sessions 
for all the family throughout 
Wfelsail - for a full timetable of 
free sessions contact Lifestyle Link, 
on 01922 444044. or log onto 
wwwwalsalkanmunitytiealth nhsuk 
and check out Hie healthy Lifestyles 
section for information on the wide 
range of classes that are available. 

When attending sessions you can 
collect 'Grcundmiles' which allow 
you to earn supermarket and high 
street vouchers while exercsing for 
free! 


Walsall Community Health Stop Smoking Service 

Make an appointmenttoseean advisorfrom NHS Walsall Community Health 1 ; 
Stop Smoking Service by 'phoning Lifestyle Link, Crre Call for All on 01922 444044 

We offer a choice of one-to-one or group sessions at a range of locations right 
across Hie borough. 

You are four times more likely to succeed by using an NHS stop smoking service 
and Nicotine Replacement Therapy Hian by relying on will power alone. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Is a Night In Your New Night Out? 


Whether at home or out on the town drinking 
too much alcohol can really make you pack on 
the pounds. 

Did you know that a glass of wine has the same 
calories as a slice of cake> 

How about a pint of lager - surprised to hear it's the 
calorific equivalent of a burger? 

According to the Department of Health survey, 
almost one in three people order crisps, nuts or 
pork scratchings to accompany a drink, while nearly 
a fifth regularly opt for takeaway food. 

Here are a few simple changes you can make to your 
usual drinking routine that'll help you enjoy a safer 
night out or night in when drinking alcohol and avoid 
piling on the pounds in the process. 

✓ If you’re drinking at home measure your drinks out 


so you can keep a track of your unit and calorie 
intake. 

✓ Eat before you dnnk. It will help to limit how fast 
the alcohol reaches your blood stream and may 
stop you indulging in fast food later on in the night. 

✓ Consider alternating soft drinks with alcoholic 
drinks. It will help to lessen the effects of the 
alcohol and if you choose a low calorie option it 
will also reduce your calorie intake. 

✓ Drink plenty of water to stay hydrated, 

✓ Drink at your own pace avoid drinking in rounds 
and don't let your glass get continually topped up 
as you may end up drinking more than you plan. 

✓ Choose drinks with a lower alcohol content. 

✓ After a heavy drinking session, give your body a 
break for at least 48 hours to allow your body 
to recover. 

For more information on safer drinking visit 

www.walsallcommunityhealth.nhs.uk 

Or search ‘Same Again Walsall' on YouTube. 


Active 

Steps 


r 



Exercise to get you 
back on your feet 



Act** Step* •» a hour wire v* wwon designed to *ddrp«% 

Wh pr«nn*rtlim CUaa#** ft* who hrfv** fwlm o» m m * 

frght^rxpd C# fating Tha toilm^fi loth* r»Ms*h of tha 

irwSvHii* atvI ar* ltd by ptnfauunnal imtf*ur1nr\ 

Act rve Steps wft also hep 

• mi Mirryth nmi • Sttvnylhrr* Ixiiha 

• mpmve pnxlirr • mtr nw* cnnfiriurr r 

• mprcTtfi* brtanri* » Me»t nm* per.&p 

Classes ate avalAbte aciou WaKal 

For mo* deceit contact Sport and LHvjtc. WafcaJi Street Wi lentil W.n JPr 

Telephone: 01902 605500 *r*w.whatwxi*alsall£ouk 
Walsall Council 


Walsall Coinci 

Equipment Amnesty 

Please help us to help someone else! 


Walsall 


Each year Wdsal integrated Community Fqupme m Service provides 
thousands of pieces of equipment to he£ the people of Walsall Idlowrg 
an episode of care n hospital or to help maintain their ndecendence m 
their own home, much of this equipment is not returned. 

We are appealng to the people of Wafeal to bong back any equpment 
which 6 no longer used or needed, the equipment can then be cleaned 
and recycled, which also hefps the environment a n d boost our stocks 
and ensi/e that we can continue to provide equipment for those who 
redly need it. 

The amnesty is looking for items such as walking frames. wheefctYirs» 
special seatirg, bath boards, bath ifts, hosts, crutches, tolet aids, 
hospital beds, mattresses, etc. 

Equipment can be returned to the address betow between 8 30 4 30 
Monday to Friday 

tf you are unable to return items yourself please nng - 


0845 113 0660 Option 2 to arrange collection or 
01922-604579 Owed line 



Integrated Community Equipment Services. Unit 8 Bentley Lane 
Industrial Estate, Bentley Lane, Reedswood Walsall WS2 8TL 











